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Merry Christmas 
and Happy Holidays! 


Pixabay 


It has been a strange - and at times, turbulent - year, but we can all look forward to new be- 
ginnings. With Christmas and New Year's right around the corner, the staff at Peel Weekly 
News wish you all the best this holiday season, and a Happy New Year for 2021. 


Look for new announcements in the coming year, including additional giveaways, the re- 
launch of our website, business-to-business initiatives an more! 


We thank you for your continuing support, and urge to you to stay safe with your loved ones. 


From the staff and contributors at Peel Weekly News - here's to a greater new year! 
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Brissett a no-go 
for Raptors as 
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3 Peon The COVID-19 vaccine 
Raaees cae has finally made their way 
! to the first front-line 
workers in Peel Region -- 
but residents remain out 
of luck this holiday sea- 
son, as a renewed lock- 
down will keep the region 
frosted over until the end 
of January. 

Peel, and the rest of the 
province, heads into its 
second extended _lock- 
down beginning on Box- 
ing Day, due to a rapid 
_ surge in cases and fears 
5 from multiple levels of 
government that a new 
COVID-19 strain originat- 
| ing in the U.K. could make 
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by Clover Sterling 
and Alex Gregory _ 


Non-essential busi- 
nesses will remain closed 
through at least Jan. 23 in 
all southern regions of the 
province, with indoor 
public events and social 
gatherings being prohib- 
ited under current munic- 


ipal and__ provincial 
by-laws. 
The provincial-level 


lockdown will work simi- 
larly to the March lock- 
down, but _ essential 
businesses are allowed to 
remain open. Facing a 
wave of criticism over ris- 
ing cases, Premier Doug 
Ford said the move was 
necessary in the coming 
weeks to save lives and re- 
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Tullamore Care Community personal support worker Vilma Whyte became Bramptons first recipient of the Pfizer 
COVID-19 vaccine, during an event held at Brampton Civic Hospital on Dec. 22, 2020. Hospital officials and city of- 
ficials made it clear that the situation continues to be tenuous across the city's health system.(WOHS) 


duce the number of peo- 
ple visiting their hospitals. 

“If we get tired of taking 
action now, the conse- 
quences can be devastat- 
ing,” Ford said Monday 
about the lockdown. The 
decision to shut down the 
province on Dec. 26 ap- 
peared to be a step back 
from the original plan to 
close the province on Dec. 
24, based on reports from 
sources within Ford's cab- 
inet. 

"The reality is that this 
strictness will not go away 
until more Ontarians are 
vaccinated." 

Continued Pg 15 
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APPLYING FOR 
A GRANT? 


Attend an online Grant Writing 101 workshop 
to learn the fundamentals of grant writing for 
success. 


For dates and to registration visit 
brampton.ca/abf 
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Want to join the Premium Membership Program? 
Here's how! 


JOIN 
AND 
WIN! 


Interested in becoming a Premium Member? 
Here’s how! 


For as little as $1 per week (plus HST), Premium 
Members will receive the same great content and 
local journalism provided by Peel Weekly News 
— plus plenty of extras! 


Your membership will entitle you to a “welcome 
package,” with coupons and select deals from sev- 
eral local businesses, restaurants and more in 
Peel Region. You will also be entered into weekly 
draws to win prizes from some of the Region’s 
best experiences. 


Gift certificates, prize packages, tickets, din- 
ners... you name it, it’s within your reach! Sign up 
today and get access to some of Peel’s best prizes! 


Our Membership Program was developed in 
consultation with local businesses and stakehold- 
ers. In these changing times, we realized that we 
need to give our local advertisers a way to effec- 
tively communicate their message on a budget. 


As such, we have adopted a new advertising 
model of offering free ad space to our advertisers 
in exchange for prize items — which we offer in 
turn to you, the reader. 


Prizes will be given away through a weekly draw, 
with the winners being featured in the pages of 
Peel Weekly News. Winners will be notified by 
email, and will have the option to include a profile 
picture of themselves for inclusion in the paper. 


Our Membership Program builds on several ini- 
tiatives launched within the past year, including 
a limited print run distributed through Missis- 
sauga and Brampton, a revamped website launch- 
ing this month and future initiatives to grow and 
expand Peel Weekly News through the Region - 
and beyond! Your investment will help us support 
local advertisers — who will support you in turn! 


Join now, and get in on the ground floor for an 
exciting promotion! Click the link below to be 
taken directly to our purchase page! 


Welcome to the future of Peel Weekly News! 


— 


Sa 
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Is your company 


thinking of joining? 
Find out more here. 


Special Christmas 
Giveaway 
Details on Pg 4! 
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Local charity feels the holiday blues after thieves rob development 


by Alex Gregory 


Just over a year 
after several thou- 
sand dollars worth 
of donated tools 
were stolen from 
donation and sal- 
vage trucks, a Mis- 
sissauga-based 
charity has been 
impacted by a holi- 
day heist. 

Habitat for Hu- 
manity  Halton- 


Mississauga 
(HFHHM), a non- 
profit charity that 
builds affordable 
housing for quali- 
fied homeowners, 
announced Mon- 
day that it had 
once again been 
robbed by thieves 
who stole _thou- 
sands of dollars in 
tools from a Mis- 


sissauga construc- 
tion site. 

According to 
HFHHM staff, the 
thieves targeted a 
housing project in 
the Bristow-Law 
area, and accessed 
the site through a 
locked window be- 
fore stealing the 
tools being used 
for the project. 


Last November, 
the charity suffered 
from the loss of 
tools and supplies 
robbed from their 
Burlington _ loca- 
tion, which were 
donated by the 
community and 
being used at a 
project site. 

“Like all chari- 
ties, we rely heavily 


on the donations of 
others, so to have 
these tools stolen 
one year later is 
devastating,” 
H F H H M 
spokesperson Julie 
Watt said Wednes- 
day in an interview 
with Peel Weekly 
News. 

The combined 
value of the equip- 
ment stolen was 
$4,500, and the or- 
ganization is at- 
tempting to recoup 
the cost from com- 
munity donations, 
said Watt. 

“To target us a 
year later and steal 
the very tools we 
replaced the year 
before is truly dev- 
astating,” said 
Watt, who ex- 
plained that 
HFHHM has also 
dealt with the on- 
going challenges 
faced by the 
provincial — shut- 
downs, including 
their “ReStore” lo- 


cations, which re- 
sell gently-used 
items back to the 
community and 
raise revenue 
needed to build af- 
fordable housing. 

The Bristow-Law 
project was 
planned to house 
eight qualified 
families upon its 
completion. 

HFHHM, which 
was founded in 
1999, has helmed 
multiple housing 
projects through- 
out Peel Region 
and nearby Halton 
Region. 

Support from the 
community is 
being accepted, 
and anyone who 
can donate new or 
gently-used tools 
to offset the losses 
is asked to do so by 
visiting the 
HFHHM website 
(habitathm.ca/way 
s-to-give/donate). 


Suspect nabbed after violent 
jewellery store robbery 


A30 — year-old 
Toronto man_ is 
under arrest in 
connection with a 
brazen robbery 
and shooting that 
took place last 
month in Missis- 
sauga. 

Peel Police re- 
vealed that an in- 
vestigation began 
in connection with 
a robbery that oc- 
curred on Nov. 9 in 
the city’s north 
end, in the Airport 
and Derry Road 
area. 

Around 2 p.m. on 
the day of the inci- 
dent, multiple sus- 
pects entered a 
jewellery store and 
focibly confined 
several customers 
and an employee 
ee 

e suspects 
stole $1.5 million 
in jewellery and 
gold before zip- 
tying the confined 


customers and 
eeing. 

An employee fol- 
lowed the suspects 
to the parking lot 
outside the store 
and attempted to 
recover a bag with 
some of the stolen 
jewellery, but he 
was shot at close 
range twice by the 
armed suspect be- 
fore the robbers 
fled in a_ white 
BMW X4 SUV. 

The. employee 
sustained serious 
wounds, but recov- 
ered from his in- 
juries. 

Police later iden- 
tified one of the 
suspects aS 30 

ear-old Olakunle 

anjoko, 0) 
Toronto. 

Banjoko was ar- 
rested and charged 
with multiple of- 
fences, including 
maine murder 
and robbery with a 


firearm, on Dec. 21 
after police con- 
ducted a_ search 
warrant on a prop- 
erty in Toronto. 


Banjoko ap- 
peared in Bramp- 
ton court to 
answer to the 


charges on Dec. 
29, 

A second suspect, 
who was wearing a 
black top with a 
white-collar, black 
pants, black dress 
shoes, black 
gloves, and a real- 
istic mask that ap- 
peared as a white 
male with a lon 
black beard, is sti 
being sought by 
police. 

Anyone with 
video footage or 
other information 
regarding the case 
is asked to call the 


Central Robbe 

Bureau at (905) 
453-2121, ext. 
3410. 


Brampton employees hacked in cyber breach 


An as-yet unrevealed 
number of City of Bramp- 
ton employees had their 
personal information ex- 
posed in a cybersecurity 
breach, the city an- 
nounced late Wednesday. 

City spokespersons an- 
nounced that they be- 
came aware of a data 
breach recently became 
aware of a breach caused 
by “former employees of 
the corporation,” while 
they were employed, that 
caused a leak of informa- 
tion regarding current 
and former employees. 

The city notified credit 
monitoring services, 
along with the affected 
employees and the Office 
of the Information and 
Privacy Commissioner of 
Ontario, regarding the 
matter, and has passed on 
information to Peel Police 
to launch an investiga- 
tion. 


The number of employ- 
ees affected by the breach 
was not revealed by the 
city, which said it has no 
plans to comment further 
on the matter. 

“The City of Brampton 
takes the privacy and per- 
sonal information of its 
employees seriously,” a 
spokesperson said in a 


statement to Peel Weekly 
News 
evening. 


Wednesday 
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Letters submitted 
to Peel Weekly News 
may be edited for 
grammar and clar- 


ity. 


RE: appointment 
of Hassaan Basit to 
Chair of Conserva- 
tion Authority 
Working Group 


Arecent decision 
regarding the head 
of the  province’s 
Conservation Au- 
thority Working 
Group will affect 
CVCA and TRCA 
and all the Conser- 
vation Authorities in 
Ontario. 

The Chair of Hal- 
ton Conservation, 
Hassaan Basit, was 
named appointed 
Chair of the Ontario 
Conservation Au- 
thority working 
group. 

Hassaan Basit cer- 
tainly has the acade- 
mia, the experience, 
and the support 
from Conservation 
Halton to back his 
appointment, and he 
may well be an out- 
spoken advocate for 
conservation  au- 
thorities, although I 


have not seen any- 
thing from him per- 
sonally on the topic. 

The big question 
remains, does he 
have the political 
will to go head-to- 
head with the Doug 
Ford PC Govern- 
ment? 

Will he put the 
people of Ontario 
ahead of PC Party 
politics? His educa- 
tion and credentials 
are extensive and 
impressive and Basit 
appears to be well 
rounded and re- 
lant on scientific- 
based information 
and evidence in his 
decision making. 
His organizational 
skills are also extra- 
ordinal. 

I guess time will 
tell if he won’t com- 
promise what ap- 
pears to be _ his 
commitment and 
values towards the 
environment, con- 
servation, and the 
preservation of our 
natural = environ- 
ment, especially as it 
relates to our pre- 


cious water re- 
sources over those of 
Doug Ford’s PC 
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Party. 

I am _ concerned 
Mr. Basit tends to 
take the position of 
the ‘entertainment 
factor’ as it relates to 
business and poten- 
tial enphreunural 
endeavours who 
view our conserva- 
tion resources from 
a far different per- 
spective, that puts a 
successful business 
enterprise over 
those of basic com- 
mon-sense conser- 
vation choices and 
decisions of what is 
the best use of our 
natural resources. 

Basit’s success is a 
result of him finding 
the balance between 
the corporate/politi- 
cal agenda and the 
public conservation 
protections essential 
to a healthy long 
lasting environment 
for future genera- 
tions. 

I have to wonder if 
he will ultimately go 
along with and agree 
to place emphasis on 
a PC Party-driven 
agenda that places 
priority on using our 
natural resources 
and the lands associ- 


ated with protecting 
and preserving our 
natural environment 
as a rich untouched 
economic resource 
ripe for exploiting by 
the private sector. 

It is common 
knowledge of Doug 
Ford’s commitment 
to developers and 
his promise to grant 
easier access to 
property and_ re- 
sources previously 
denied them by the 
36 Conservation Au- 
thorities. 

Ford even created 
a Minister of Cutting 
Red Tape. Bramp- 
ton South PC MPP 
Prabmeet Sarkaria, 
who has been work- 
ing hard crafting the 
legislation and the 
behind the scenes 
‘dirty work’ to ac- 
complish this task. 

It’s too bad the 
Ford Government 
hasn’t truly focused 
on protecting the 
good folks of On- 
tario from the rav- 
ages of COVID 
rather than protect- 
ing those with busi- 
ness interests in the 
privately owned 
Long Term Care fa- 


Letter To The Editor 


cilities, private 
health care, and 
considering __ busi- 
ness concerns over 
those of our public 
health warnings. 

Why doesn’t Ford 
break the conserva- 
tive mold and devise 
an aid and relief pro- 
gram for small busi- 
ness which have 
been negatively af- 
fected by the restric- 
tions place on them 
by COVID? 

But then that 
would go against the 
basic conservative 
doctrine of survival 
of the fittest and big 
government is bad 
and the corporate 
and private sector 
knows best when it 
comes to what is in 
the best interest of 
the public. 

He wouldn’t dare 
upset his political 
support base or the 
threat of losing po- 
litical fund rising po- 
tential. 

Therein lies the 
dilemma. 


Peter Bailey 
Brampton 


Can COVID rules ensure the holidays don’t end in tears? 


by Surjit Singh Flora, Special Comment 


This Christmas 
appears to bea time 
for reflection, not 
celebration. 

Despite Canada’s 
lockdown _meas- 
ures, the number of 
COVID-19 cases 
continues to rise, 
and challenges 
arise with the up- 
coming holiday sea- 
son. 

With the virus still 
wreaking havoc and 
not ce eee any 
signs of slowin 
down, we coul 
have a bad Christ- 
mas. There will be 
no church gather- 
ings, and some re- 
tail chains may not 
have enough goods 
in stock. 

This is mainly be- 
cause of virus-trig- 

ered shutdowns 
that upended sup- 
ply chains. 


Many workers will 
be on furlough this 
Christmas. Some of 
them would have 
also been asked to 


take a pay cut to 
keep their company 
afloat. 


Being able to fork 
out money to enjoy 
the season would be 
a big ask for these 
people. 

There’s also no 
denying that thou- 
sands of people 
would be without 
their loved ones be- 
cause the pandemic 
has claimed their 
lives. So rather than 
having a day of cel- 
ebration, we would 
be having a day of 
reflection. 

For some reason, 
the Christmas vibes 
seem less exciting 
this year, given 
what has happened 


already and with 
the current meas- 
ures in place. 

Christmas can be 
easily placed on the 
backburner_ when 
safety and lifesav- 
ing measures are of 
the utmost impor- 
tance. Christmas 
celebrations are - 
or were - one of the 
most social gather- 
ings, where people 
could enjoy the staff 
and family get-to- 
gethers. 

It is meant to be 
the most joyous of 


times, after all, 
when humanity 
blends _ together 


their religious faiths 
in the celebration of 
Jesus Christ on the 
day of his birth. 

At this time of the 
year, such a state of 
mind is somewhat 
absent, dismantled, 


—o- 


or eviscerated by 
COVID-19. 

It remains to be 
seen as to what 
2021 will bring us, 
and whether the 

romise vaccine de- 
ivered by interna- 
tional drugmakers 
will provide the 
panacea to our cur- 
rent COVID crisis 
— or if a rumored 
mutated strain 
from the U.K. will 
set us back to 
square one in terms 
of a one-stop solu- 
tion for the virus. 

This year has be- 
come a thunderous 
silent call to repen- 
tance, rather than 
celebration. 

Humanity’s_ col- 
lective compassion 
seems in a state of 
attrition, too long in 
a pepnecialing spi- 
ral. 


The world de- 
mands better from 
us - and we should 
demand better 
from ourselves. 

Retailers are also 
dealing with their 
own challenges - 
the damages sus- 
tained by multiple 
lockdowns. With 
the rapid downturn 
suffered by the 
economy, _ people 
suddenly lost all 
means of income, 
hence losing the 
mood to celebrate. 

During the Christ- 
mas season, Cana- 
dians become party 
animals; they often 
engage in merry 
making. This year, 
protect the ones 
you love, stay in if 

ossible - and don’t 

et this year end in 
tears. 
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Can the launch of the COVID-19 vaccine save us? 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


Column 


It's been nearly a 


year since the 
COVID-19 epidemic 
began. 

During this time, it 
has persecuted 
everyone; rich and 
poor, white and 
black, young and old, 
without any discrim- 
ination. 

The epidemic 
spread from village 
to village and city to 
city and country to 
country - it was even 
announced Tuesday 
that Antarctica had 
confirmed its first 
cases of the virus. 

In this one year, 
every country has 
been affected by the 
COVID-19 epidemic 
in one form or an- 
other. 

The disease has 
claimed millions of 
lives; pain, suffering, 
and struggle have be- 
come a part of life. 

The launch of a vac- 
cine in England, 
Canada and America 
has brought good 
news to the world. 

In a way, it is a 
campaign to save the 
whole of humanity. It 
is a ray of hope for 
other countries that 
their numbers will 
come tomorrow, if 
not today, but a close 
watchdog has dashed 
that hope. 


The People's Vac- 
cine Alliance has ex- 
pressed concerns 
that the COVID-19 
vaccine may have 
been introduced re- 
cently, but rich coun- 
tries are well on their 
way to capitalizing on 
and hoarding it, and 
the vaccine may only 
reach poorer coun- 
tries such as South 
Africa at an undeter- 
mined point next 


year. 

When that hap- 
pens, only a handful 
of countries will be 
able to get the injec- 
tion. The number of 
such emerging coun- 
tries will be around 
70, where people will 
have to bear the epi- 
demic's brunt by the 
end of next year. 

Surprisingly, the 
organization that has 
shared this informa- 
tion has teamed up 
with leading organi- 
zations such as 
Frontline AIDS, 
Global Justice Now, 
Amnesty — Interna- 
tional and Oxfam. 
Therefore, this claim 
cannot be ignored. 

Some figures are 
staggering, as 96 per 
cent of Pfizer vac- 
cines have already 
been shipped to the 
West, and are consid- 
ered to be 95 per cent 
effective. 

Only 14 of the 
world's _ wealthiest 
nations already own 
53 per cent of these 
vaccines’ total stock. 
Canada has accumu- 


lated so much stock 
that it can give a dose 
of four injections to 
each of its citizens. 

On the other hand, 
no matter how hard 
they try, developing 
countries will not be 
able to get both of 
these vaccines, which 
is one of the main 
reasons so much of 
the drug has reached 
the warehouses of 
rich countries. 

Secondly, this med- 
icine is costly. 

Simultaneously, it 
will be challenging 
for poor countries to 
build a place with a 
temperature of 70 
degrees to maintain 
this medicine's anti- 
dote ability. 

AstraZeneca is 
preparing 50 million 
doses at the Serum 
Institute of India. 
Perhaps that is why 
many foreign diplo- 
mats, including 
Barry O'Farrell of 
Australia, have been 
forced to say that 
many countries are 
developing vaccines. 

Still, only India can 
meet the world's 
needs. Along with 
their scientists, the 
credit goes to the 
Prime Minister who 
visited the institutes 
which are developing 
vaccines. 

He has encouraged 
scientists in challeng- 
ing times. There are 
also indications that 
India will soon 
launch the world's 
largest COVID-19 


I 


vaccine with mobile 
technology. It is just 
waiting for the con- 
sent of the Comptrol- 
ler General of Drugs 
of India. 

Once _ approved, 
300 million people 
are expected to be 
vaccinated. The vac- 
cine is expected to be 
lifesaving for criti- 
cally ill individuals 
and COVID-19 pa- 
tients in the first vac- 
cination phase. 

In this case, we are 
one step ahead of the 
United States, where 
President-elect Joe 
Biden has promised 
to vaccinate 100 mil- 
lion Americans in the 
first 100 days. 

The United States 
has been hit hardest 
by the virus, with 
more than three mil- 
lion deaths since the 
onset. 

Despite this, the 
United States is 
awaiting formal ap- 
proval from the Food 


and Drug Adminis- 
tration (FDA). 

However, the FDA 
has approved the use 
of the Pfizer / Biotech 
vaccine in emergen- 
cies. 

In Canada, Mod- 
erna has also re- 
ceived emergency 
approval for its vac- 
cine, which is ex- 
pected to ship within 
weeks. 

India has also re- 
portedly increased its 
doses from Indonesia 
and has struck deals 
with countries such 
as Turkey, Brazil and 
Chile. India has been 
at the center of the 
world's hopes amidst 
China's trade _bar- 
gaining chips and 
other rich countries. 

The World Health 
Organization (WHO) 
has called for equal 
distribution of the 
COVID-19 vaccine in 
189 countries with its 
global vaccine called 
COVAX. 


Therefore, vaccine 
companies should 
abandon their advan- 
tage and share the 
formula of the drug 
to save the lives of 
the people ,so that 
the vaccines can be 
developed according 
to the world's needs. 

At the same time, 
people should under- 
stand that the disease 
can only be eradi- 
cated by uniting and 
following their local 
health department's 
instructions. 

People should un- 
derstand that this 
deadly disease has 
brought the knees of 
rich countries to the 
brink; it can become 
a scourge in develop- 
ing and densely pop- 
ulated countries. 

Everyone indeed 
has to earn a living, 
but it must also be 
kept in mind _ that 
there is a world if 
there is life. 


FEBRUARY 9, 2021 
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The Grinches Who Stole Christmas 


Alex 
Gregory 


Several months 
ago, I was asked by a 
good friend (and 
politician) what iI 
thought about the 
way “Doug” had han- 
dled the COVID-19 
pandemic at _ its 
onset. 

Itold him at the 
time that he was 
doing about as well 
as could be expected. 
Now, I’m not so sure. 

Here we sit, on the 
cusp of another lock- 
down that will stretch 
into the new year. 
The outlook for small 
and medium-sized 
businesses in the 
GTA is bleak, with 
more and more clos- 
ing by the day. 

Premier Ford has 
taken to instigating a 
war of words with 
Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau over 
the country’s borders 
and the lack of test- 
ing on inbound inter- 
national travelers, 
referencing a sup- 
posed new strain of 
COVID-19 that is 
much more virulent. 

Anice sentiment, 


but the time to insti- 
tute such testing was 
months ago, not dur- 
ing one of the busiest 
holiday periods of the 
year. It’s like trying to 
stop a dam that’s in 
the process of burst- 
ing with a wine cork. 
You want a reason 
why case counts are 
exploding? Look no 
further than big-box 
stores, which are ex- 
periencing some of 
their highest loads of 
the year as hundreds 
cram in for last- 
minute shopping. 
Photos, videos and 
personal anecdotes 
concerning people 
crammed in “mask to 
mask” litter social 
media, and it’s clear 
that any chance of 
trying to rein in such 
behaviour through 
local and provincial 
by-laws simply 
wasn’t going to work, 
nor was there any 
plan put into place to 
protect the fortunes 
of businesses that 
desperately needed 
the support and were 
on the cusp of clos- 
ing. (Sorry, a pithy 
marketing campaign 
nine months after the 
fact won’t cut it.) 
Frankly, there has 
been a lot of confu- 
sion, incompetence 


and naivete at all lev- 
els of the system. 

The province ad- 
journed on Dec. 9 for 
a two-month break, 
just as case counts 
dramatically rose in 
hard-hit regions like 
Peel and Toronto - 
and they won’t be 
back until Feb. 16, in- 
stead spending the 
time firing off re- 
leases crowing about 
interim supports that 
are unlikely to get to 
the entrepreneurs 
and businesses that 
truly need it. 

Of course, that did- 
n't stop certain MPPs 
(and some of our 
local municipal 
politicians) from par- 
ticipating in a flurry 
of press conferences 
and photo-ops boast- 
ing about holiday ini- 
tiatives. 

While I appreciate 
the sentiment as a 
member of the 
media, I’d rather see 
our elected officials 
doing more to sup- 
port our local food 
banks and hardest- 
hit businesses than 
hosting an in-person 
Christmas _ parade 
and showing up at 
vaccination photo- 


ops. 
Meanwhile, the 
feds, when they 


www.artsburlington.ca/xmassale 


weren't busy trying to 
downplay the fears of 
440,000 Canadians 
who had_ received 
“education letters” 
from the Canada 
Revenue Agency re- 
garding unclear eligi- 
bility for the CERB 
program, were busy 
cobbling up support 
for potential 2022 
candidates just be- 
fore the holiday 
break. 

It’s probably fair to 
say that 2020 was a 
rough year for 
Trudeau, between 
the WE Charity scan- 
dal, a proposed Clean 
Fuel Standard car- 
bon tax that has the 
potential to wreak 
havoc on low- and 
middle-income fami- 
lies, and the ongoing 
uncertainty of the 
pandemic. 

Interestingly, an 
Ipsos Reid poll com- 
missioned by Global 
News earlier this 
week found _ that 
Trudeau’s chances to 
win a majority in the 
next federal election 
have remained flat, 
with 35 per cent sup- 
port from partici- 
pants versus 32 per 
cent for the Conser- 
vatives. 

If an election were 
called today, I have a 


feeling that there 
would be a signifi- 
cant shakeup in both 
the provincial and 
federal governments, 
though Trudeau 
would likely hang on 
only because the 
Conservatives 
haven’t mounted any 
credible opposition 
in the interim. 

And what of our 
local leaders? 

We've seen re- 
peated promises and 
pledges from many of 
our municipal repre- 
sentatives and local 
leaders to go after 
COVID rule-breakers 
and those skirting 
by-laws, but let’s be 
honest here: few peo- 
ple are going to rat 
out their neighbours 
for hosting a private 
holiday get-together, 
in spite of the over- 
whelming warnings 
and direct requests 
from public health 
units to disregard in- 
person Christmas 
celebrations. 

If you live in Cale- 
don, you're most def- 
initely out in the cold 
this season. You just 
lost two seats in the 
game of regional rep- 
resentation musical 
chairs, and Bramp- 
ton and Mississauga 
laughed at you while 


doing it. A walk-on 
motion introduced at 
the end of a six-hour 


regional council 
meeting, rushed 
through the consulta- 


tion process with 
barely any time for 
public comment and 
approval within a 
month, being hailed 
as “momentous” two 
days before Christ- 
mas. 

You even had your 
own Benedict Arnold 
vote against the in- 
terest of her con- 
stituents, giving the 
other two municipal- 
ities greater power 
over Caledon’s plan- 
ning decisions. Truly 
stunning and brave. 

I think it’s fair to 
say in the court of 
public opinion, very 
few of our leaders ac- 


tually “won” this 
year. 

With a lockdown 
now stretching 


through the end of 
January in Peel, the 
effectiveness of wide- 
spread vaccinations 
months away and no 
clear end in sight for 
the pandemic, 2021 
will be the real litmus 
test for whether our 
various levels of gov- 
ernment will rise to 
the occasion or fall 
flat on their faces. 


Attention small businesses 
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The next regular edition of Peel Weekly News will be dis- 
tributed on Jan. 6, 2021, featuring the news, business, sports 
and lifestyle content you know and expect! 

Look forward to additional services, website updates and 
breaking news stories in the new year, and celebrate this hol- 
iday season safely with your loved ones! 

The winners of the Dec. 16, 2020 Christmas giveaway have 
been selected, pending successful confirmation of their ship- 
ping address, and will be announced in the next edition of 
the paper. 


Support 
Caledon 


Business 


#LoveLocalCaledon 
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Great 
Holiday 
Gift Idea 


Six prizes have been given away this Christmas, includin 
three Nic & Syd watches, a Viewpoint by Timex rose-gol 
ladies’ watch, a packaged basketball from Superfan Nav Bha- 
tia and a dual activity tracker/watch from Everlast. 

Stay tuned for more giveaways - and how you can promote 
your product or service in the pages of Peel Weekly News! 

Special thanks to Let’s Get Together for providing this 
month’s giveaway prizes! 

See you in 2021! 
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City confirms positive 
COVID cases at fire 


stations 


by Alex Gregory 


11 positive cases 
of COVID-19 have 
been confirmed at 
Mississauga fire 
stations, along 
with an_ addi- 
tional 36. staff 
who are self-iso- 
lating, the city 
confirmed 
Wednesday 
evening.’ 

The city said ina 
statement that as 
a result of the 

ositive cases, 
our fire stations 
have been im- 
pacted. 

“T want to thank 
all our MFES fire- 
fighters and staff 
for the commit- 
ment, dedication 
and sacrifices 
they have shown 
and continue to 
demonstrate dur- 
ing this unprece- 
dente 
pandemic,” said 
Nancy Macdon- 
ald-Duncan, Act- 
ing Fire Chief. 
“Public safety is 
our top priority. 
With a team of 
more than 630 
firefighters at 21 
stations, we are 


able to adjust our 
crews and ensure 
public safety is 
never compro- 
mised.” 

The City’s fire 
stations are not 
open to the public 
and firefighters 
who respond to 
calls are in full 
personal protec- 
tive equipment 
for their own pro- 
tection and that 
of the public. 

“Mississauga’s 
world-class first 
responders, _in- 
cluding our fire- 
fighters, fire staff 
and front-line 
health care work- 
ers, have been 
working around 
the clock to keep 
all of us healthy 


and safe,” said 
Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie. “We 


continue to battle 
hard against this 
virus.... it’s more 
important than 
ever to follow the 
advice of public 
health to ensure 
everyone’s safety 
and to protect our 
first responders.” 


Dec. 24, 2020 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | NEWS 11 


CONX g LES AN ARTIST RUN GALLERY 
BRAMPTON 
EST. 2002 


and SALE 2020 
SHOW DATES: NOVEMBER 19 - JANUARY 31, 2021 


Downtown 
Brampton BIA 


sponsored by 


NYE PLAYLIST 
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A Christmas Worth Remembering 


Peter Whitaker 
Publisher 


It has been more 
than a half-century 
since my last 
Christmas in Scot- 
land. 

Some 57 years 
ago, in 1963, my 
parents took me on 
a boat to Canada 
from their beloved 
Scotland to start 
new lives. 

My family, includ- 
ing my _ sister, 
brother and I, were 
along for the ride... 
and what a ride it’s 
been. 

Settling in 
Toronto for about 
six years and then 
moving to Bramp- 
ton, seeing my 
mom and dad buy 
their first house in 
1969 in a new com- 
munity named Bra- 
malea and 


everything _ that’s 
followed. 
When I look at the 


years my parents 
worked hard and 
provided for us all, I 
am thankful and 
can honestly say the 
Canadian dream 


worked for them. 
My sister, brother 
are I are the results 
of thier success. 

Flash forward to a 
worldwide pan- 
demic, and me 
starting me life over 
a year ago this 
week. 

I'ma big boy, I ap- 
pear to be mentally 
stable and I think I 
have a good head 
on my shoulders. 

All that and two 
dollars will get you 
a coffee at Tim Hor- 
ton's. 

When 2020 
started, we had no 
Coronavirus, and I 
had made plans to 
travel internation- 
ally this year. 

Mexico and meet- 
ing a new love was 
way back in Febru- 
ary, a quick visit to 
my parents in 
Florida and visiting 
my new love in 
Scotland took me 
through March... 
then all hell broke 
loose. 

Lockdowns_ can- 


celled flights, travel 
restrictions _ tight- 
ened, and I barely 
managed to_ get 
back to Canada at 
the end of March, 
going through my 
first of five quaran- 
tines this year. Yes, 
nothing was to stop 
me from travelling, 
not even a pan- 
demic. 

When I men- 
tioned how med- 
tally stable I was, I 
forgot to mention 
that I lost whatever 
common sense I 
pocessed. 

How smart was it 
to travel through 
this? My last flight 
of the year was on 
Dec. 6, back to 
Scotland to be with 
my new love for 
Christmas and New 
Year. 

As for travelling, 
I've had to wear 
masks at every air- 
port and on every 
flight. I get a tem- 
prature check at 
every airport and 
was tested twice for 
the virus, and so 
far, it’s worked out 
well for me. 

Now I'm in the 
U.K., and both here 
and back in On- 
tario, we are going 


Sy 


> NG 4, 


under the most se- 
vere lockdown since 
we started. 

We even have re- 
ports of a new 
strain of the virus 
here that has the 
world on edge. 

I have no control 
of any future either 
here or back home, 
so the decision was 
an easy one. 

Live your life 
today, because no 
one knows what to- 
morrow will bring, I 
could have walked 
out my door in Port 
Credit and been 
given the virus by 
anyone, got sick 
and would probal- 
bly have gone 
through hell given 
my personal health 
situation, but I 
choose to live my 
life and will have no 
regrets. 

Merry Christmas 
and Happy Holi- 
days to all our read- 
ers - we hope that 
2021 is a more opti- 
mistic and positive 
year for you and 
your loved ones. 

Peel Weekly News 
thanks your for 
your contiuing sup- 
port. 
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Province ups imaging group 
with $332k in PPE funding 


The province 
will provide 
$332,000 in 
funding to a 
Mississauga 
imaging com- 
pany to produce 
personal  pro- 
tective equip- 
ment (PPE). 

Officials _re- 
vealed last week 
that the 
province would 

rovide the 
unding to 
McRae Imaging 
to produce 
made-in-Mis- 
sissauga masks 
that a unique 
lip-readin 
lends, whic 
will make it 
easier for resi- 
dents wearing 
masks to un- 
derstand each 
other, as well as 
aid the deaf and 
hard of hearing. 

The funding 
provide 


through the 
Ontario To- 
ether Fund, 


ollows a part- 


y 
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ACICAGE 


Group .\ccountability 
Program 


@ Monthly Group Q&A Call 


nership an- 
nounced earlier 
this summer 
with the Como 
Foundation, 
which produced 
the “My Access” 
Mask. More 
than 1.4 million 
masks will be 
produced 
through the 
new endeavour. 

"Creating the 
My Access 
Mask was the 
change towards 
breaking down 
communica- 
tions barriers. 
The funding 
and our part- 
nerships have 
allowed us to 
bring aware- 
ness and solu- 
tions to every 
community in 


the province 
with our My Ac- 
cess Mask," 
said Sarah 


Veinot of the 
Como Founda- 
tion. 


@ Weekly Commitment Check-Ins via Email 


@ Maximum 5 People per Program 
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Music f rom your years 


Have a listen to some great music 


Click here 
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Participants cause damage at protest against police violence 


For the second week 
in a row, more than a 
dozen protestors 
turned out to speak 
out against police bru- 
tality this past week- 
end, causing property 
damage at a Peel Po- 
lice facility in the 
process. 

A24 year-old fe- 
male protestor was 
arrested and charged 
with mischief over 
$5,000 during the 


protest, which took 
place on Dec. 19 and 
saw participants 
splatter fake blood 
across a walkway and 
on a statue outside 
Peel Police’s central 
headquarters in south 
Brampton. 

The protestors, who 
identify themselves as 
the “Malton People’s 
Movement (MPM)” 
spoke out against in- 
stances of alleged bru- 


tality against Black 
residents, including 
D’Andre Campbell, a 
Brampton _ resident 
who was shot and 
killed by an officer in 
April after calling po- 
lice to attend the 
home regarding a do- 
mestic dispute. 

On Dec. 14, the 
province’s Special In- 
vestigations Unit 
(SIU) issued a state- 
ment indicating that 


they believed there 
was “no basis” to lay 
criminal charges 
against the officer in- 
volved in Campbell’s 
death, though it cites 
issues with the way 
the situation was han- 
dled, including no at- 
tempts made to 
verbally calm down 
Campbell, who had 
schizophrenia, at the 
time of the incident. 

“Peel Regional Po- 
lice needs to identify, 
charge and fire killer 
cops on their force in- 
stead of going after 
protestors fighting for 
justice,” the group 
said in a statement 
Monday. “Know your 
rights, have each 
other’s back and keep 
resisting with us and 
the families.” 

The protest follows 
a similar demonstra- 
tion held earlier this 
month at 11 Division 
in Mississauga, where 
protestors caused 
damage to the 
grounds around the 
facility. 

The Malton People’s 
Movement has also 
been tied to a series of 


incidents in which 
“disruptive” actions 
were taken against the 
community. 

Aseries of videos 
posted earlier this 
month by the West- 
wood Abbey Tenants’ 
Association shows 
participants of the 
MPM acting in a 
threatening manner 
towards tenants, in- 
cluding blocking ele- 
vator doors, following 
them to their units 
and threatening phys- 
ical violence before 
by-law officers inter- 
ceded. 

Peel Police said in a 
statement Monday 
that the protestors 
were “verbally abu- 
sive” towards officers 
attempting to speak 
with them, and that 
the protest turned 
“confrontational and 
aggressive,” highlight- 
ing the paint thrown 
at the Peel Police 


monument. 
“This monument, 
similar to others 


across our country, 
memorializes those 
who have paid the ul- 
timate sacrifice and 


have been killed on 
duty,” the force said 
Saturday. 

Others sympathized 
with the group’s ac- 
tions, saying the inci- 
dent was part of a 
trend of police vio- 
lence against innocent 
individuals and that 
the police have esca- 
lated the situation. 

“A community is 
protesting in grief, 
and are being met 
with escalation by 
Peel Police,” said 
artist and writer 
Daniel Rotsztain in a 
social media post. 
“Protesters are justifi- 
ably angry, but the 
Police have the 
money/guns: surely 
there are other ways 
to address this. 

The police's violent 
response seems to be 
their only tool, and it 
is shameful.” 

The female protes- 
tor arrested at Satur- 
day’s demonstration 
will appear in Bramp- 
ton court on Feb. 21, 
2021 to answer to the 
charges. 
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490,000 Ibs of food to 
900+ families in 2020 


You Can Help 


e volunteer 


e donate funds or food 
e hold a food drive 
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Peel remains in lockdown through 


holidays 


Continued from Pg 2 


“I support Premier 
Ford’s decision on a 
province-wide shut- 
down," Mississauga 
Mayor Bonnie Crom- 
bie echoed after the 
announcement Mon- 
day. "While I and 
many others in Mis- 
sissauga were hoping 
that we would be 
moved out of lock- 
down by the New 
Year, this is regret- 
tably not the case.” 

“The reality is that 
while COVID-19 case 
numbers in Peel are 
beginning to plateau, 
the situation at our 
hospitals remains 
dire, with elective 
surgeries being can- 
celled and patients 
being transferred to 
neighbouring __re- 

ions to make room 

or a surge in COVID 
patients,” Crombie 
said. 

The lockdown 
came as the first 
doses of the Pfizer 
COVID-19 vaccine 
were administered to 
health care workers 
in Brampton and 
Mississauga. 

At Brampton Civic 
Hospital, Tullamore 
Care Community 
personal = support 
worker Vilma Whyte 
became the city’s 
first recipient of the 
vaccine, while hospi- 
tal officials and city 


officials made it clear 
that the situation 
continues to be tenu- 
ous across Bramp- 
ton's health system. 
"It's a great relief 
today that "V-Day" 


has arrived’ in 
Brampton," said 
Brampton Mayor 


Patrick Brown Tues- 
day, during a media 
event hosted at the 
hospital. "We've 
been hit really hard 
by this pandemic. 
We have so many es- 
sential workers on 
the front line... this 
was desperately 
needed." 

The hospital sys- 
tem, which includes 
Brampton Civic, Eto- 
bicoke General Hos- 
pital and Peel 
Memorial Centre, 
currently has 27 con- 
firmed COVID-19 
cases in its ICU, and 
is still maintaining 
the ability to add ca- 

acity due to trans- 

erring patients to 
neighbouring __re- 
gions in the GTA. 

"We're working as 
a system," said 
Osler's chief opera- 
tions officer, Kiki 
Ferrari, who called 
the situation "extra- 
ordinary" and cred- 
ited the hard work of 
hospital staff and do- 
nations from the 
community for help- 
ing ease the stress on 
the system. 


Peel logged an ad- 
ditional 448 con- 
firmed cases 
Wednesday, and it is 
expected that a post- 
Christmas bump will 
drive case counts 
higher. In a press 
conference held after 
Tuesday's event, Fer- 
rari said that Osler 
has planned for a 
post-holiday surge 
and will be taking 
appropriate meas- 


ures. 

Publicly funded el- 
ementary and sec- 
ondary schools will 
also be closed until at 
least Jan. 11, with 
learning transferring 
to online models. 

Elementary schools 
in southern Ontario 
will also be able to 
start in-person 
learning from Jan. 
11, while secondary 
school students in 
Southern Ontario 
will not be allowed to 
return to classes 
until Jan. 25. 

Peel's medical offi- 
cer of health, Dr. 
Lawrence Loh, urged 
residents Tuesday to 
only celebrate 
Christmas with the 
individuals in their 
household, and re- 
frain from taking 
non-essential trips. 

"Every interaction 
presents a risk of 


transmission of 
COVID-19," said 
Loh. 
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MBOT: Survive to thrive in 2021 


by Catherine Soplet 


On Dec. 9, Mississauga Board 
of Trade (MBOT) held its An- 
nual General Meeting, themed 
for recovery out of COVID-19 
lockdown by using webinar 
technology. 

In 2021, MBOT will herald its 
6oth Anniversary. Originall 
called the Clarkson-Lorne Par 
Chamber of Commerce, 
MBOT’s original Charter from 
the Canadian Chamber of 
Commerce is documented as 
July 11, 1961. 

Back then, the polio pan- 
demic was just coming under 
control after public health 
widely made available Canada’s 
Salk vaccine since 1955. 

Then, as now, MBOT Presi- 
dent David Wojcik described to 
attendees of the AGM what 
business needs to thrive. 

“We need to assess COVID - 
19 threats to recovery,” said 
Wojcik. “At MBOT, together, 
we advocate for changes in gov- 
ernment policy, so that busi- 
ness members can gain access 
to capital, talent and markets.” 

The AGM _ keynote’ on 
MBOT“s Mississauga Eco- 
nomic Recovery Group initia- 
tive — MERG - was delivered by 
former MBOT Chair and cur- 
rent Director, Ellen McGregor, 
ere of Fielding Environmen- 
tal. 

“A conversation in April, 
under COVID-19 lockdown, led 
to MBOT’s launch of MERG 
six months later in October,” 
she said. 

MERG (pronounced Merge) 
is a first-of-its-kind co-created 
team which consists of six sec- 
tor leaders intent to help Mis- 
sissauga recover from the 


economic downturn caused by 
COVID-19. Leaders from six 
key Mississauga sectors are 
helping to drive recovery ef- 
forts. 

“As needs are uncovered, sec- 
tors will expand,” says McGre- 


gor. 

The MERG collaboration is 
driven by data, to support rec- 
ommendations from MBOT for 
actions, advocacy and commu- 
nication. Bi-weekly meetings 
with with Mississauga eco- 
nomic development office build 
local momentum to prime the 
pipeline to higher orders of 
government. 

Insofar as a talent pipeline is 
concerned, Mississauga eco- 
nomic development has unique 
relationships with post-sec- 
ondary education at University 
of Toronto at Missisauga and 
Sheridan College. 

MBOT members were ad- 
vised that a memorandum of 
understanding has been under- 
taken with the Council of Cana- 
dian Innovators, to encourage 
alignment in future forward 
competitive advantage in digi- 
tal platforms, using on technol- 
ogy. 
Prien to MBOT member- 
ship have been removed with a 
“no fee” for travel and hospital- 
ity sectors hardest hit by 
COVID-19, to encourage par- 
ticipation and shared dialogue. 

“Pivot and preparation for the 
next economy relies on collab- 
oration,” says McGregor. “As 
needs are uncovered, industry 
sectors at MERG will expand.” 

Contact merg@mbot.com for 
further information. 


Do you think COVID-19 will affect the way we celebrate Christmas? 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


Ontario will enter a 
strict province-wide 
lockdown on Dec. 26, 
forcing almost all 
non-essential busi- 
nesses to close. 

The government 
announced that the 
lockdown will last 
until Jan. 23, and will 
apply to all areas in 
southern Ontario. 
Before Jan. 9, med- 
ical institutions not 
in southern Ontario 
will remain locked 
down. 

When we spoke to 
local resident Jassi 
Virdi, she said that, 
“People weren't lis- 
tening on Thanksgiv- 
ing, and _ these 


get-togethers started 
a massive leap in On- 
tario... they won't lis- 
ten, and they won't 
have them for Christ- 
mas; it won't change 
anything.” She said 
she expects the next 
two months to be 
“terrifying.” 

This is the first 
Christmas season in 
a long time to have 
restrictions. 

For the second 
time, the govern- 
ments are cautioning 
people against travel- 
ling to other homes, 
and that adhering to 
such warnings will 
help all residents 
avoid greater risk of 


infection this year. 

The festive period 
in urban areas, as 
things stand, nor- 
mally has many ac- 
tivities happening at 
this time of the year. 
Our festival celebra- 
tions are a time to 
mingle and catch up 
with our extended 
families in rural 
areas, where real 
feasting and merry- 
making occur. 

Our new normal 
does not allow us to 
indulge in such be- 
haviour at this time. 

We have to spend 
Christmas with our 
immediate families 
and avoid small gath- 


fected. 


erings to keep our- 


selves and _ others 
safe. 

Travelling to some 
destinations also 
comes with its own 
restrictions, thus 


making us reconsider 
our Christmas plans 
to reduce the spread 
of COVID-19. The 
reason for all this is 
so that we can keep 
our families, friends 
and communities 
safe. 

When we spoke to 
Balbir _—_‘-Virdi, a 
Brampton resident, 
he said that, "Christ- 
mas is not a day on 
the calendar. This is 
not shopping, party- 


—o- 


ing or eating. Christ- 
mas is something in 
your heart. COVID- 
19 cannot take 
Christmas away from 
anyone who really 
knows what it 
means.“ 

My small family is 
scattered all over the 
GTA and nationally, 
so we can't get to- 
gether like every 
other Christmas. It is 
best not to risk our- 
selves; we can always 
get together when it's 
safe to do so. 

With or without 
COVID-19, life must 
go on, and _ our 
Christmas celebra- 
tions will not be af- 


However, 
during this festive 
season, as much I 
would like to be to- 
gether with people I 
love, I would not 
want to put them or 
myself at risk. 

Covid-19 has only 
changed the way I 
will celebrate without 
affecting the celebra- 
tions themselves. I 
will follow _ the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
guidelines and cele- 
brate with my house- 
hold. 

The most impor- 
tant thing to do is to 
keep social distance 
and avoid huge 
crowds. 
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Region approves motion to rebalance 
representation in Brampton, Caledon 


As a year of uncertainty 
and change ends, Peel stands 
on the edge of remolding its 
regional representation, set- 
ting the stage for the coming 
year. 

Representatives at Peel Re- 
gional Council approved a 
by-law last week at their reg- 
ular meeting that would see 
Brampton pick up two more 
seats on regional council, 
while Caledon would see its 
regional representation re- 
duced by two seats. 

The new regional structure, 
which was approved by a 
vote of 19-1 at the Dec. 17 Re- 

ional Council meeting, was 

urther ratified by Missis- 

sauga council Wednesday 
during their last regular 
meeting of the year. The new 
structure is only awaiting 
ratification by Brampton 
council, which would give it 
the majority of votes needed 
across all three councils to 
pass fully. 

The approved representa- 
tion, which would see 
Brampton's seats sit at nine, 
Mississauga's at 12 and Cale- 
don's at three seats, come 
into effect beginning the 
2022-26 council term. 

“This is a step in the right 
direction to achieve a more 
balanced approach based on 
population,” Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie said after the vote 
was ratified Wednesday, re- 
ferring to past attempts to 
rebalance regional represen- 
tation. “We have reviewed 
many scenarios and reallo- 
cating seats was the only way 
to achieve greater fairness.” 

Caledon currently has a 
population of approximately 
66,000, versus just over 
600,000 in Brampton and 
828,000 in Mississauga. At 
Regional Council, Caledon 
represents 15,660 residents 
for each regional seat, com- 
pared to 65,742 residents per 


regional seat in Mississauga, 
and 97,371 residents per re- 
gional seat in Brampton. 

The motion to rebalance 
the region's representation 
was brought forward as a 
walk-on motion at the end of 
the Nov. 26 Regional Council 
meeting by Brampton Mayor 
Patrick Brown, and further 
amended by Mississauga 
Councillor Carolyn Parrish 
regarding its proposed word- 
ing. The walk-on motion 
caused a stir from several 
councillors, with some indi- 
cating that there was no pub- 
lic notice made before the 
motion was_ introduced, 
while others said the rebal- 
ancing was inevitable. 

The introduction of the 
motion prompted public 
consultation, with members 
of Caledon and the sur- 
rounding municipalities 
making their views known 
on the motion, with several 
indicating that the decision 
didn't factor in the Town's 
future growth over the com- 
ing years. 

"With the growth that is ex- 
pected in Caledon over the 
next 20 years, Caledon, and 
in particular, Bolton will 
need an increase in council- 
lors at the Region, not fewer. 
How does a drop in number 
of councillors for Caledon as 
proposed, help Caledon?" 
said local resident Joe Gro- 
gan, who submitted written 
comments to the consulta- 
tion and criticized the Re- 
gion for making the decision 
during a pandemic that has 


made in-person comments 
difficult. "The majority of 
Caledon residents are not 
even aware of this matter. 
Where does the fault for that 
lie?" 

Caledon Mayor Allan 
Thompson told Peel Weekly 
News earlier this month 
made similar comments, in- 
dicating that creating a mo- 
tion to rebalance the region 
in the middle of a protest 
was "outrageous." 

“All governments, whether 
they are the municipalities 
that make up Peel Region, or 
the Government of Ontario, 
should recognize the need to 
make sure people have legit- 
imate opportunities to voice 
concerns,” said Thompson, 
indicating that the move 
would cut the Town's demo- 
cratic representation "by 40 
per cent at a time like this.” 

"We don't want Caledon to 
go down to one seat. That 
would be unfair, but based 
on representation by popula- 
tion, that's what it would be," 
Mayor Patrick Brown said at 
the Nov. 26 meeting. 

Thompson says that he and 
the Town agree that Bramp- 
ton should be better repre- 
sented, "but absolutely not at 
Caledon’s expense and not in 
haste... our constituents de- 
serve better than to be side- 
swiped by this resolution. 
That’s why we have asked 
the province to put this on 
hold until our community 
can have a proper discussion 
that is not clouded by a 
global pandemic.” 


City nets $20 million in 
“restart” funding from province 


Mississauga will 
receive more than 
$20 million from 
the province to 
shore up expenses 
incurred through 
the COVID-19 pan- 
demic, the city an- 
nounced last week, 

The city will re- 
ceive $20.968 mil- 
lion as part of the 
second round of 
the Safe Restart 
Agreement, which 
has shored the gap 
for local munici- 
palities dealing 
with ongoing pres- 
sures related to the 
pandemic to offset 
their deficit and 
provide funding to 
address intended 
2021 deficiencies.T 

“Cities like Mis- 
sissauga have been 
on the frontlines of 
the crisis and we 
know that we will 
continue to face fi- 
nancial pressures 
over the next few 
years,” said Missis- 
sauga Mayor Bon- 
nie Crombie. “This 
funding goes a 
long way in allow- 
ing us to maintain 
the services that 
our residents ex- 


pect.” 
“COVID-19 has 
shown that the role 


of local govern- 
ment has never 
been more impor- 
tant,” said Paul 
Mitcham, City 
Manager and Chief 
Administrative Of- 
ficer. “We still face 
challenges and dif- 
ficult decisions will 
need to be made 


but as we imple- 
ment our recovery, 
this funding will 
help us continue to 
provide the essen- 
tial services resi- 
dents and 
businesses need.” 

Additional fund- 
ing is anticipated 
for the Phase 2 
transit portion of 
the Safe Restart 
Agreement. 

“We continue to 
work on our 2021 
Budget to manage 
the deficit from the 
pandemic while 
providing services 
and programs,” 
said Gary Kent, 
Commissioner of 
Corporate Services 
and Chief Finan- 
cial Officer. “Addi- 
tional funding 
allocated through 
the Safe Restart 
Agreement will en- 
sure that the City’s 
2020 _—operatin 
deficit is tackle 
and provides addi- 
tional relief for the 
2021 fiscal year. 
We will continue to 
seek partnerships 
and advocate for 
long-term sustain- 
able funding as we 
must also move 
forward with in- 
vestments in trans- 
portation, fire and 
road_ safety, cli- 
mate change and 
infrastructure.” 

To date, the city 
has received $67.1 
million through 
the provincial pro- 
gram. 


Headwaters 


arts 
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Lockdowns resume in 
Ontario on Boxing Day 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


Ontarians will be 
back in lockdown as 
of Saturday, Dec. 
26, the province an- 
nounced late last 
week, walking back 
an apparent plan to 
shut down the 
province on Christ- 
mas Eve. 

During this time 
all non-essential 
businesses will be 
closed. 

The lockdown will 
begin at 12:01 p.m. 
on Dec. 26, and will 
continue through 
Jan. 23 in all re- 
gions of Southern 
Ontario. 

The _ provincial- 
level lockdown will 
work functionally 
similar to the 
March lockdown, 
but essential busi- 
nesses are allowed 
to remain open. 

No indoor public 
events or social 
gatherings will be 
allowed during the 
lockdown. 

Facing a wave of 
criticism over rising 
cases, Premier 
Doug Ford said the 
move was necessary 
in the coming weeks 
to save lives and re- 
duce the number of 
people visiting their 
hospitals. 

He said thousands 
of lives were at 
stake at the mo- 
ment. “If we get 


tired of taking ac- 
tion now, the conse- 


quences can be 
devastating.” 
He said the reality 


is that this strict- 
ness will not go 
away until more 
Ontarians are vacci- 
nated. 

Publicly funded 
elementary and sec- 
ondary schools will 
also be closed until 
at least Jan. 11, with 
learning transfer- 
ring to online mod- 
els. 

Elementary 
schools in southern 
Ontario will also be 
able to start in-per- 
son learning from 
Jan. 11, while sec- 
ondary school stu- 
dents in Southern 
Ontario will not be 
allowed to return to 
classes until Jan. 
25. 

Travelers coming 
back to Canada will 
be asked to isolate 
themselves when 
returning to On- 
tario, with Ford 
pushing for manda- 
tory testing on all 
international 
flights. 

Toronto, Peel and 
York Region, as well 
as Windsor Essex, 
are already in lock- 


down. Hamilton 
was sent to the 
“gray” lockdown 


level on Monday. 
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Ford demands mandatory 
inspections at airports 


Premier Doug 
Ford has lashed 
out at the federal 
government _ this 
past weekend, say- 
ing the sampling of 
international trav- 
elers to Canada 
through airports 
like Pearson Inter- 
national is being 
slowed down, anda 
new variant of the 
COVID-19 could 
leave the country 
vulnerable. 

Late Sunday, the 
federal govern- 
ment announced 
that it was banning 
all flights from the 
United Kingdom 
for the next 72 
hours. 

Initial reports in- 


dicate that the new 
variants of 
COVID-19 are 
spreading faster 


than other strains 
but have not been 
reported in Canada 


yet. 

Health Canada 
says it cannot say 
at _— this 


time 


whether it has any 
serious symptoms, 
antibody response 
or vaccine effec- 
tiveness. 

Many European 
countries have also 
announced _ that 
they are closing 
their borders with 
the U.K. over 
Christmas, with 
many even ban- 
ning travel from 
the country. 

Opposition 
groups called for a 
boycott of the fed- 
eral government, 
but said that the 
72-hour deadline 
was too short be- 
cause he was not 
convinced that evi- 
dence could be 
gathered in such a 
short time. 

Ford said he be- 
lieves many people 
need to be quaran- 
tined, and _ that 
while many are re- 
specting provincial 
rules outlining iso- 
lation, other trav- 
ellers are not. 


Mississauga nurse first in 
Peel to get COVID vaccine 


A registered 
nurse at a Mis- 
sissauga _long- 
term care home 
has become the 
first woman to 
receive the 
COVID-19 _ vac- 
cine in Peel Re- 
gion. 

Bella Rego, a 
registered nurse 
at Camilla Care 
Community 
Long Term Care 
Home, was given 
the first dose of 
the Pfizer vac- 
cine on Monday 
at Trillium’s 
Queensway loca- 
tion. 

She said the ex- 
perience was 
great for her 
health, local res- 
idents, family 
and friends. 

Rego said she 
has witnessed 
the devastation 
caused by 
COVID-19 to 
residents of her 
long care home 
as well as his col- 
leagues and oth- 
ers. 

She herself 
tested positive 
for the virus in 
April and had to 
do _self-isolate 


for a month be- 
fore returning to 
work. 

“Tam honoured 
to be the first of 
many in our 
community to 
receive this vac- 
cine,” said Rego. 
“This milestone 
moment marks a 
welcome and 
positive turning 
point for long- 
term care and I 
am proud _ to 
have rolled up 
my sleeve not 
only for my 
health, but also 
for our. resi- 
dents, family 
and friends.” 

Health care 
workers working 
in long-term 
care homes will 
be the first to be 
vaccinated in the 
Peel Region. 

Trillium Health 
is one of 17 
health care 
providers in the 
province that 
would _ receive 
the Pfizer vac- 
cine in the com- 


ing weeks, the 
province _ said 
Friday. 
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Jackson’s Toy Drive Catches Santa’s Attention 


On Dec. 11, at 
Downey’s Farm 
in Caledon, Santa 
himself thanked 
seven year-old 
Jackson for his 
exceptional good- 
will and ensured 


Jackson’s_ place 
on the “Nice 
List.” 


Collecting toys 
for the Toys for 
Tots has been 
Jackson’s annual, 
and in some 
ways, life mis- 
sion. Since before 
he was able to 
walk, his mother 
has encouraged 
him to give to 
other children in 


need by collect- 
ing gifts for Toys 


for Tots every 
year. 

His motivation 
and = generosity 
have grown over 
the years. Jack- 
son’s 7th annual 
toy drive  col- 


lected a whop- 
ping 150 toys for 
the cause _ this 
season, despite 
the limitations of 
the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Toys for Tots, a 
campaign part- 
nership between 
the Salvation 
Army, Peel Re- 
gional Police, and 


ea, ~°" 


tee, -. 


Location: 
113 Lakeshore Rd East 
Port Credit, ON, Canada 


Phone Number: 
(905) 486-0191 


Email Address: 


info@zestforliving.ca 


Zest for Living 


Port Credit 


many other com- 


munity stake- 
holders is a 
wonderful way 


for the commu- 
nity to provide 
gifts to children 
whose families 
are vulnerable 
and in need over 
the winter holi- 
days. 

Family and 
friends continue 
to support Jack- 
son’s efforts in 
the cause and 
have continued to 
share their bless- 
ings with those 
who need_ the 
most support at 
this time of year. 


_ Gens 


for Tots is wel- 
come to donate 
online by visiting 
donate.salvation- 
army.ca/page/69 
024/donate/1. 


This year is one 
of considerable 
significance. 

Kind and gener- 
ous acts of this 
magnitude by 
young citizens of 


Region 
speak to a 
i future 
and a Safer Com- 
munity Together. 

Anyone wishing 
to donate to Toys 


This week’s feature video. 


Join us today for shopping in a 
bubble call today to 
book your group. 


Shop for gifts, home decor and fashion accessories. We always feature nautical and 
Canadiana collections. Be sure to check out our great selection of greeting cards. 
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Brampton PPE supplier stopped by Health Canada over licence row 


by Alex Gregory 


Health Canada is 
warning customers 
who_ bought per- 
sonal protective 
equipment (PPE) 
from a Brampton 
supplier to dispose 
of them immedi- 
ately. 

The federal 
agency said Tues- 
day that an unspec- 
ified quantity of 
PPE, including N95 
masks, isolation 
gowns, face shields, 
cloth masks and 
more were seized 
from Maskopia 
(formerly Medkem 
Canada), which op- 
erates its head of- 
fice in Brampton, 
after it was discov- 
ered that the com- 
eed did not have a 

icence to sell such 
equipment. 


According to the 
agency, the com- 
pany sold PPE 
through _ various 
channels, includin 
social media an 


tablishment Li- 
cence (MDEL). 

The agency said 
that Maskopia also 
flouted regulations 
regarding the con- 
tinued sale of such 
oo regarding 

1rect intervention. 

“Despite Health 
Canada's direction 
to stop (the) sale, 
the company con- 
tinued to sell its 
isolation gowns to 
various health care 
practitioners and 
consumers,” an 


agency spokesper- 
son said in a state- 
ment Tuesday. 


“Maskopia has also 
falsely advertised 
and sold non-med- 
ical masks as med- 
ical masks.” 

The company at- 
tempted to apply 


for an interim order 
to sell its gowns 
through COVID-19 
federal regulations, 
though Health 
Canada rejected its 
application because 
it did not meet the 
requirements. 
Various products, 


including the afore- 
mentioned masks, 
gowns, face shields, 
cloth masks, dis- 


posable surgical 
masks and 
latex/vinyl gloves 


were seized by the 
agency, which has 
advised residents to 


stop using the 
roducts and _ to 
ispose of them, as 
they may not pro- 
vide the level of 
protection adver- 
tised due to un- 
known quality and 
safety. 


Medtronic introduces “micro” pacemaker 


Brampton’s 
Medtronic Canada 
announced Tues- 
day that it has been 
given the greenlight 
for a new miniature 
pacemaker that 
could change the 
way patients with 
heart problems live 
their life. 

The company, 
which operates its 
Canadian head of- 
fice near’ the 
Brampton/Missis- 
sauga border, said 
it had _ received 
Health Canada ap- 
proval for Micra 
AV, which is de- 
signed to treat pa- 
tients who have AV 
block, a condition 
in which the electri- 
cal connection be- 
tween the 
chambers of the 
heart (the atria and 
the ventricle) is im- 
paired. 

The technology is 
billed as the first 
pacemaker in 


Canada to use 
“leadless” technol- 
ogy, and will allow 
additional patients 
suffering from 
heart problems to 
access the new im- 
plant. 

"Medtronic — re- 
markably changed 
healthcare 63 years 
ago with the first 
battery powered 
pacemakers, and 
we are proud to 
continue pioneer- 
ing in the field of 
pacing by offering 
the first miniatur- 
ized, leadless pac- 
ing portfolio," said 
Mitch Leschuk, 
senior director of 
the Cardiovascular 
portfolio at 
Medtronic Canada. 

"Micra AV rein- 
vents our own in- 
novation, 
expanding the ben- 
efits of leadless 
pacemakers to 
more patients." 


Historically, pa- 


tients with AV 
block had_ tradi- 
tional dual-cham- 
ber pacemakers 
implanted in the 
upper chest, below 
the collar bone, and 
connected to the 
heart using thin 


4 


wires called "leads." 

The Micra AV 
pacemaker has sev- 
eral additional fea- 
tures, including 
internal atrial sens- 
ing algorithms 
which detect car- 
diac movement, al- 


» 


5 
o 


i 
Pod 


, 


lowing the device to 
adjust pacing in the 
ventricle to coordi- 
nate with the 
atrium, providing 
"AV_ synchronous" 
pacing therapy to 
patients with AV 
block. 


2. 
aP 


_' 


Medtronic also 
runs regional of- 
fices in Montreal 
and Vancouver, 
and a Medtronic 
Resource Centre in 
Surrey, BC. 
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New LTC homes get the greenlight from Watchdog orders new 
rules for refunds on 
flight cancellations 


province 


Two new _long- 
term care (LTC) fa- 


cilities in 
Mississauga have 
been given the 


greenlight for con- 
struction by the 
province, as part of 
a bid to shore up a 
lack of access for 
residents in the 
community. 

The province an- 
nounced last week 
that EllisDon had 
been awarded a 
construction agree- 
ment to build two 
new LTC homes on 
Speakman Drive in 
Mississauga. 

The funding, 


awarded by Trillium 
Health Partners and 
Infrastructure On- 


tario, was given 
after a two-stage ac- 
celerated procure- 
ment process, and 
will add over 600 
beds to the city’s ca- 
pacity for long-term 
care, along with be- 
haviour support 
units for patients 
who have dementia, 
a proposed 16-unit 
dialysis space and 
more. 

“(This) announce- 
ment is another ex- 
citing step in the 
development of 
much-needed long- 
term care beds in 
Mississauga,” said 
Mississauga- 
Lakeshore MPP 
Rudy Cuzzetto. 
“This new innova- 


tive health centre.. 
(is) supporting our 
aging population, 
and ensuring that 
they receive quality 
care that is compas- 
sionate, dignified, 
and maintains their 
quality of life.” 

The project is tar- 
geting completing 
by early 2022, said 
representatives 
close to the project. 

“This announce- 
ment marks the 
next step in the 
journey to. bring 
much-needed long- 
term care to the res- 


idents of 


Mississauga. The 
accelerated con- 
struction means 


faster access. to 


modern, safe long- 
term care homes for 
our most vulnerable 
seniors,” said Tril- 
lium Health Part- 
ners CEO Michelle 
DiEmanuele. 

This project is part 
of the provinces Ac- 
celerated Build Pilot 
Program, which 
aims to deliver new 
long-term care 
homes years sooner 
than traditional de- 
velopment projects 
through the use of 
hospital-owned 
land, rapid procure- 
ment and modular 
construction. 

Design refine- 
ments, permitting 
and municipal ap- 
provals, execution 
of subcontracts and 
pricing of supplies 
must also be com- 
pleted before major 
construction can 
begin, the province 
said in a statement. 
Work to prepare the 
site is underway and 
construction is ex- 
pected to begin in 
early 2021, and fin- 
ish by early 2022. 

THP will work 
with Infrastructure 
Ontario to manage 
construction and 
commissioning of 
the project. The 
completed _long- 
term care homes 
will be owned and 
operated by a new 
not-for-profit cor- 
poration. 


The federal gov- 
ernment is urging 
the Canadian 
Transportation 
Agency to instruct 
airlines to refund 
passengers for can- 
celed flights. 

In a statement is- 
sued earlier this 
week, Federal 
Transport Minister 
Mare Garneausaid 
the epidemic had 
left a huge gap in 
the protection pro- 
vided by airlines to 
their passengers. 

This protection 
has not been de- 
signed for such a 
long period, 
prompting a re- 
sponse from the de- 
partment. 

Garneau said that 
in view of such con- 
ditions in the fu- 
ture, the gap needs 
to be closed so that 


travelers can be 
treated fairly. 
Nowhere in the 


current CTA rules is 
it stated that if an 
airline makes alter- 
native arrange- 
ments Or 
transporting pas- 
sengers to their des- 
tination within the 
stipulated time 
frame, there is no 
need to refund the 


passenger con- 
cerned. 

For example, if a 
blizzard strikes 


somewhere and the 


passenger is offered 
the next day's flight, 
the airline will not 
have to refund. 

But passenger ad- 
vocates say the rule 
should not work if 
ticket holders are 
delayed indefi- 
nitely, as is the case 
now. 

At the same time, 
efforts are being 
made to persuade 
the government 
through lobbying to 
ensure that airlines 
refund cash vouch- 
ers instead of travel 
vouchers for flights 
canceled due _ to 
COVID-19 at busy 
airports, such as 
Pearson  Interna- 
tional Airport in 
Mississauga. 

According to 
Gabor Lucas, 
founder of Air Pas- 
senger Rights, the 
cancellation of 
flights due to 
COVID-19 has af- 
fected 3.9 million 
passengers. 

Therefore, the 
agency is launching 
a public consulta- 
tion from now until 
Jan. 28 to get an- 
swers to such ques- 
tions as well as 
other related issues. 

Look for addi- 
tional coverage of 
this story in future 
editions of Peel 
Weekly News. 
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RIDE Program Funding Announced for Dufferin-Caledon 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


Dufferin-Caledon 
MPP Sylvia Jones 
announced Monday 
that Dufferin-Cale- 
don will be receiving 
funding through to 
2022 for the Reduce 
Impaired Driving 
Everywhere (RIDE) 
grant program, as 
part of a larger in- 
vestment of $4.8 
million province — 
wide. 

OPP Dufferin-Or- 
angeville will receive 
$10,393 for 
2020/2021, and 
$13,243 for the 
2021/2022 calendar 
year, while OPP 
Caledon will receive 
$15,593 for 2020/21 
and $15,562 for 


2021/22. The On- 
tario government is 
investing $4.8 mil- 
lion through the 
RIDE grant program 
to help police serv- 
ices across the 
province keep im- 
paired drivers off 
streets and_high- 
ways. 

171 police services 
will receive funding 
to carry out impor- 
tant year-round road 
safety initiatives 
such as education 
campaigns and road- 
side spot checks. 
"Driving impaired, 
whether from drugs 
or alcohol is not only 
illegal, it can be fatal. 
Making alternate 


plans to get home 
safely only takes a 
minute, and it can 
save your life and the 
lives of others," said 
Jones. 

"With the holiday 
season upon us, edu- 
cation campaigns 
and roadside spot 
checks are vital tools 
in the police arsenal 
to inform people 
about the dangers of 
driving impaired and 
the ways to keep our 
roads and highways 
safe." 

RIDE grant fund- 
ing will be used to 
cover the overtime of 
sworn officers and 
paid duty RIDE ac- 
tivities over 2020/21 


and 2021/22. 

All municipal and 
First Nations police 
services and OPP 
municipal contract 
locations are eligible 
for funding under 
the RIDE grant pro- 
gram. 

“Despite the chal- 
lenges that the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
has created, Caledon 
OPP is continuing to 
conduct an _ active 
Festive RIDE cam- 
paign in our commu- 
nity over the Holiday 
Season. We recog- 
nize that impaired 
driving, both by alco- 
hol and drugs, is a 
major road_ safety 
issue in Caledon, and 


is a contributing fac- 
tor in many serious 
and fatal motor vehi- 
cle collisions. Fund- 
ing received by the 
Town of Caledon 
from the Ontario 
Government’s RIDE 
Grant Program for 
2020/21 — 2021/22 
allows for additional 
OPP enforcement 
and increased di- 
rected patrols of the 
areas that experience 
increased numbers 
of impaired driving 
and impaired-related 
collisions,” said Cale- 
don OPP Detach- 
ment Commander 
Inspector Mike 
Garant. “With a few 
weeks of the Festive 


RIDE campaign still 
ahead of us, Caledon 
OPP will continue its 
efforts to take im- 
paired drivers off our 
roadways, and by 
doing so, prevent po- 
tential tragedies and 
ensure that members 
of the public get 
home safely to their 
families during this 
holiday season. 

“Every year, Duf- 
ferin OPP receives 
funding in the form 
of grants which we 
utilize to increase the 
frequency of RIDE 
initiatives in the 
County,” said Duf- 
ferin OPP Detach- 
ment Commander 
Nicol Randall. 


The Man Behind the Vaccine - Who Is Dr. Ugur Sahin? 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


Dr. Ugur Sahin 
and Ozlem Tureci 
are a married cou- 
ple making waves 
throughout the 
world right now. 

Two years ago, 
Sahin made a bold 

rediction at a con- 
erence of infectious 
disease experts in 
the German capital, 
Berlin, that his 
company would 
launch its own RNA 
technology. 

At that time, little 
was known about 
Sahin and his com- 
pany, BioNTech.His 
company, co- 
founded with Ozlem 
Tureci, focused on 
cancer treatments. 

Until then, the 
company had not 
brought any prod- 
uct to the market, 
and there was no 


existence of 


‘COVID-19', but 
their prediction 
came true. 


Last month, BioN- 
Tech and Pfizer an- 
nounced that the 
coronavirus vaccine 
developed by Sahin 
and his team has 
been more than 90 
per cent effective in 
preventing the dis- 
ease. 

These results put 
BioNTech and 
Pfizer at the fore- 
front of the race to 


cure the epidemic 
that has claimed the 
lives of more than 
12 million people 
worldwide. 

In January, Dr. 
Sahin read an arti- 
cle in the medical 
journal The Lancet 
and was convinced 
that COVID-19, 
which was spread- 
ing rapidly in some 
parts of China at the 
time, would turn 
into an epidemic. At 
the same time, he 
cancelled his com- 
pany's scientists’ va- 
cation and started 
working on a vac- 
cine in addition to 
the project 'Light- 
Speed’. 


In an interview, 
Dr. Sahin said that, 
"There aren't many 
companies in the 
world that have the 
capacity and speed 
to develop a vac- 
cine-like ours. It 
didn't feel like an 
opportunity, and it 
was a duty because I 
thought maybe we 
should get the first 
vaccine.” 

After identifying 
several possible 
vaccines, Dr. Sahin 
concluded that the 
company would 
need help in con- 
ducting rapid test- 
ing, obtaining 
confirmation from 


regulators, and 
bringing the best 
vaccine to market. 
Since 2018, BioN- 
Tech and Pfizer 
have been cooperat- 
ing to develop in- 
fluenza _—_—- vaccines 
and agreed to de- 
velop a coronavirus 
vaccine in March 


this year. 
Dr. Sahin was 
born in Turkey. 


When he was four 
years old, his family 
moved to Germany, 
and his parents 
started working ina 
Ford factory. Aspir- 
ing to become a 
doctor since child- 
hood, Dr. Sahin be- 
came a doctor at 
Cologne University. 
In 1993, he received 
a doctorate for his 
work on im- 
munotherapy in tu- 
mour cells. 

Early in his career, 
he met Tureci, who 
first wanted to be a 
nun, but eventually 
became a doctor. 

Today, Tureci is 
the chief medical of- 
ficer of BioNTech. 
Born in Germany, 
Tureci is the daugh- 
ter of a Turkish doc- 
tor who came here 
from Istanbul. 

The day they got 
married, Dr. Sahin 
and Dr. Tureci re- 
turned to the lab for 


work after 
riage. 

The duo initiall 
focused on researc 
and teaching. At the 
University of 
Zurich, Dr. Sahin 
also worked in the 
laboratory of Rolf 
Zinkernagel, who 
was awarded the 
Nobel Prize in Med- 
icine in 1996. 

In 2001, Dr. Sahin 
and Dr. Tureci 
founded Ganymede 
Pharmaceuticals, 
which developed 
drugs to treat can- 
cer using mono- 
clonal antibodies. 

Many years later, 
he founded BioN- 
Tech, which aims to 
spread awareness 
about cancer in 
North America via a 
wide range of tech- 
nologies. 

Even before the 
epidemic, his com- 
pany was booming. 
It has raised hun- 
dreds of millions of 
dollars and now has 
more than 1,800 
employees, with of- 
fices in Berlin and 
other German cities 
and Cambridge. In 
2018, it began its 
partnership with 
Pfizer. 

In 2019, Dr. Sahin 
was awarded the 
Mustafa Award, a 
two-year Iranian 


Mar- 


—o- 


honourarium — for 
Muslims in science 
and technology. 

In 2016, Dr. Sahin 
and Dr. Tureci sold 
his company, 
Ganymede, for $1.4 
billion Euros. 

BioNTech was 
listed on the stock 
exchange last year 
and has surpassed 
$21 billion in recent 
months, making 
them the wealthiest 
couple in Germany. 

The two. billion- 
aires live with their 
teenage daughter in 
a modest apartment 
near their office. 
They don't have a 
car and go to work 
on bicycles. 

According to 
Pfizer CEO Albert 
Bourla, "He has a 
very unique person- 
ality. They only care 
about science. Don't 
like to discuss busi- 
ness at all. He is a 
scientist and theo- 
rist. I have 100 per- 
cent confidence in 
them. 

Dr. Sahin is an im- 
migrant who has 
been the subject of 
debate and politics 
in Germany, but he 
does not have time 
for it. BioNTech has 
been so busy devel- 
oping the vaccine 
that the company 
has not yet finalized 


its agreement with 
Pfizer. 

“Trust and per- 
sonal relationships 
are significant in 
such a business be- 
cause everything is 
happening so fast," 
says Sahin. 

It is worth men- 
tioning here that 
Dr. Ugur Sahin and 
his wife became fed 
up with Turkey's 
destructive policies, 

Sahin fled to Ger- 
many and set up his 
own company there, 
and the American 
company with 
which he has struck 
a deal to market his 
vaccine to the own- 
ers of Pfizer also 


emigrated from 
Greece to the 
United States. 


Nowadays, while 
the economic crisis 
in all countries is 
trying to prevent 
immigrants from 
coming to their 
countries by adopt- 
ing anti-immigrant 
attitudes, these are 
two great examples 
of both vaccine 
manufacturers and 
distributors. Are 

Wherever there is 
economic freedom, 


new_ beliefs will 
surely gain 
strength. 
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New equity office set to launch in 2021 


Diversity, inclu- 
sion and equity will 
be the words of the 
day, as Brampton 
announced _ earlier 
this month that a 
dedicated office for 
fairness and diver- 
sity will open next 
year. 

The new “Equity 
Office,” announced 
at the city’s regular 
council meeting on 
Dec. 9, is aimed at 
removing barriers in 
the workplace and 
the community, and 
is planned to host 
several specialized 
units, including the 
Indigenous Recon- 
ciliation —_ Project, 


Sty 
ary 


Black African and 
Caribbean Social, 
Cultural and Eco- 
nomic Empower- 
ment and Anti-Black 
Racism Unit, and 
other initiatives, ac- 
cording to city rep- 
resentatives. 
“Throughout 
2020, the city has 
continued to work 
towards removing 
barriers for staff and 
residents, launching 
(these initiatives), 
and creating more 
opportunities in 
Brampton for certi- 
fied diverse busi- 
nesses,” said Wards 
1 & 5 regional coun- 


cillor Rowena San- 


Q — 
— It’s here! 


tos, who chairs the 
city’s Corporate 
Services Division. 
“The new Equity Of- 
fice is another sig- 
nificant step that 
will help us ensure 
everyone in our city 
is treated fairly and 
equitably.” 

The new office, 
which is part of a 
five-year workplace 
diversity plan the 
city launched late 
last year, will set out 
opportunities to fos- 
ter a more inclusive 
organizational cul- 
ture that engages, 
develops and cele- 
brates its people, 
and attracts a di- 


Browse, borrow 
and explore from 


anywhere with the 
Brampton Library 


Mobile App. 


# Download on the 
_ — « App Store 


— ss 


GET IT ON 


verse workforce. 

The strategy has 
four priorities: 

- Grow a diverse 
workforce reflective 
of the community 
the City of Bramp- 
ton serves 

- Foster a more in- 
clusive environment 
where _ individuals 
say, stay, and strive 

- Develop aware- 
ness and ability of all 
employees for diver- 
sity and inclusion to 
thrive 

- Celebrate unique- 
ness and shared suc- 
cesses by upholding 
the City’s values of 
trust, integrity, 
courage and com- 
passion 

“Brampton is an 
incredibly diverse 
community, (and) 
the new Equity Of- 
fice is an important 
next step in our 
city’s ongoing work 
to foster an inclusive 
culture that engages, 
develops and cele- 
brates our people, 
and attract a diverse 
workforce,” said the 
city’s chief adminis- 
trative officer, David 
Barrick. 


Google Play 


Canadians giving less to 
charities: Survey 


Canadians _recog- 
nize COVID-19 has 
sharply increased de- 
mand for charitable 
services yet donations 
are falling, according 
to two new studies 
from Imagine 
Canada, which repre- 
sents charities. 

The first study — 
Imagine Canada’s 
Sector Monitor Sur- 
vey — was conducted 
in November and De- 
cember to examine 
the impact of COVID- 
19 on charities nine 
months after the 
onset of the pan- 
demic. 

A second survey 
conducted in con- 
junction wi 
CanadaHelps and de- 
signed to explore the 
pandemic’s influence 
on the giving inten- 
tions of Canadians 
this holiday season 
was also fielded in 
early December. 

Findings from these 
studies paint a stark 
picture of declining 
revenues and rising 
demand for charita- 
ble services due to the 
health crisis. 

Imagine Canada’s 
Sector Monitor Study 
shows that 68 per 
cent of charities have 
seen a decline in do- 


| 


nations since the 
onset of the pan- 
demic. With demand 
for services trending 
Up aeNe — 46 per cent 
of charities are re- 
Bore an increase in 

emand versus a 35 
per cent surge early in 
the pandemic. As a 
result, Charities are 
being stretched to do 
more even though 
their service capaci- 
ties have either de- 
clined or remained 
about the same. 

Seventy percent of 
charities also report a 
decline in the number 
of volunteers since 
the onset of the pan- 
demic, and 74% have 
seen a decline in the 
number of volunteer 
hours they receive. 

More than eight-in- 
ten Canadians (31 per 
cent) believe the need 
for charitable services 
has risen during the 
pandemic. Yet only 51 
per cent of Canadians 
say they plan to do- 
nate to charities this 
holiday season. 

“With demand ris- 
ing and _ revenues 
falling, charities face a 

erfect storm this 

oliday season,” says 
Bruce MacDonald, 
President and CEO, 
Imagine Canada. 


HA\\ 


/ 


| 
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RIDE Program Funding Announced for Dufferin-Caledon 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


Dufferin-Caledon 
MPP Sylvia Jones 
announced Monday 
that Dufferin-Cale- 
don will be receiv- 
ing funding for 
through to 2022 for 
the Reduce Im- 
paired Driving 
Everywhere (RIDE) 
grant program, as 
part of a larger in- 
vestment of $4.8 
million province — 


wide. 

OPP Dufferin-Or- 
angeville will re- 
ceive $10,393 for 
2020/2021, and 
$13,243 for the 
2021/2022 calen- 
dar year, while OPP 
Caledon will receive 
$15,593 for 


2020/21 and 
$15,562 for 
2021/22. 


The Ontario gov- 
ernment is invest- 
ing $4.8 million 
through the RIDE 
grant program to 
help police services 
across the province 
keep impaired driv- 
ers off streets and 
highways. 

171 police services 
will receive funding 
to carry out impor- 
tant year-round 
road safety initia- 
tives such as educa- 
tion campaigns and 
roadside spot 


checks. "Driving im- 
aired, whether 
rom drugs or alco- 

hol is not only ille- 

gal, it can be fatal. 

Making alternate 

plans to get home 

safely only takes a 

minute, and it can 

save your life and 
the lives of others," 
said Jones. 

"With the holiday 
season upon us, ed- 
ucation campaigns 
and roadside spot 
checks are vital 
tools in the police 
arsenal to inform 
people about the 
dangers of driving 
impaired and the 
ways to keep our 
roads and highways 
safe." 

RIDE grant fund- 
ing will be used to 
cover the overtime 
of sworn officers 
and paid duty RIDE 
activities over 
2020/21 and 
2021/22. 

All municipal and 
First Nations police 
services and OPP 
municipal contract 
locations are eligi- 
ble for funding 
under the RIDE 
grant program. 

“Despite the chal- 
lenges that the 
COVID-19 pan- 
demic has created, 


Caledon OPP is con- 
tinuing to conduct 
an active Festive 
RIDE campaign in 
our community 
over the Holiday 
Season. We recog- 
nize that impaired 
driving, both by al- 
cohol and drugs, isa 
major road _ safety 
issue in Caledon, 
and is a contribut- 
ing factor in many 
serious and fatal 
motor vehicle colli- 
sions. Funding re- 
ceived by the Town 
of Caledon from the 
Ontario Govern- 
ment’s RIDE Grant 
Program for 
2020/21 — 2021/22 
allows for addi- 
tional OPP enforce- 
ment and increased 
directed patrols of 
the areas that expe- 
rience increased 
numbers of im- 
paired driving and 
impaired-related 
collisions,” said 
Caledon OPP De- 
tachment Com- 
mander Inspector 
Mike Garant. “With 
a few weeks of the 
Festive RIDE cam- 
paign still ahead of 
us, Caledon OPP 
will continue its ef- 
forts to take im- 
paired drivers off 
our roadways, and 


by doing so, prevent 
potential tragedies 
and ensure that 
members of the 
public get home 
safely to their fami- 
lies during this hol- 
iday season. 

“Every year, Duf- 
ferin OPP receives 
funding in the form 
of grants which we 
utilize to increase 
the frequency of 
RIDE initiatives in 
the County,” said 
Dufferin OPP De- 
tachment Com- 
mander Nicol 
Randall. 

“Year after year, 
drivers continue to 
make the choice to 


drink alcohol or to 
ingest marijuana to 
the extent that their 
ability to operate 
their motor vehicle 
becomes impaired. 


Year after year, 
these decisions 
often result in 


ey that was 
is completely 
avoidable.” 

“Unfortunately 
every year our offi- 
cers arrest and 
charge numerous 
people with im- 
paired driving.” 
Said Shelburne Po- 
lice Chief Kent 
Moore. “The 
R.I.D.E. Grant 


funding we receive 


allows us to conduct 
regular spot-checks 
which greatly assist 
our service in keep- 
ing our roadways 
safe, educating the 
public and at the 
same time serves as 
a very effective de- 
terrent.” 

According to 
provincial data, 
more than 1,700 
people have died 
and over 25,000 
people have been 
injured in collisions 
involving an im- 
paired driver in the 
last decade in On- 
tario. 
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Steelheads Set to Resume Play in 2021 


by David Robinson 


The sports industry 
has taken a real seri- 
ous hit over the last 
few months as the 
world struggles to rid 
itself of the terrible 
COVID-19 virus. 

After cancelling 
their 2019-2020 sea- 
son, the Mississauga 
Steelheads of the 
OHL were reason- 
ably confident that 
they can resume play 
at their home rink, 
The Paramount Fine 


Foods Centre, on 
Feb. 1, 2021. 
After numerous 


meetings with the 
OHL, league owners 
and local health au- 
thorities, the team is 
moving ahead with a 
return-to-play plan 
subject to the chang- 
ing landscape that is 
our new life in the 
COVID era. 

The plan was to re- 
call the players to a 
short mid-January 


training camp, and 
then begin an abbre- 
viated 40 game sea- 
son on Feb. 1. 
However, the OHL 
made the decision 
Wednesday to delay 
the start of the 2020- 
21 season. Training 
camps had _ been 
scheduled to begin in 
mid-January, and 
many players were 
set to report to their 
teams in early Janu- 
ary, and games were 


@ 


scheduled to com- 
mence on February 
4, 2021. 

The League said 
Wednesday that it 
will continue to con- 
sult and work closely 
with Governments 
and health authori- 
ties to determine po- 
tential start dates in 
the new year. 

“Everything is a 
moving target right 
now, states Elliott 
Kerr, the team owner 
and president of 


Landmark Sport 
Group. 

“We are all new at 
running a_ sports 


team during a pan- 
demic. We are doing 
the best we can while 
keeping health and 
safety paramount,” 
adds Kerr. 

Imported _ players 
from European coun- 
tries will most likely 
not be able to play, at 
least initially, due to 
travel restrictions. 

That may change as 
the season  pro- 
gresses - and only if 
the COVID situation 
improves. 

The team intends to 
play at the Para- 
mount Fine Foods 
Centre, but that 
could change if the 
lockdown in Peel is 
not lifted. 

A bubble situation 


similar to the NHL 
and NBA is on the 
table for discussion 
with the owners as a 
fall back plan. 

In terms of fan sup- 
port, fans most likely 
will not be able to 
watch the games in 
person, at least ini- 
tially, for obvious 
reasons, but that 
could change as the 
team moves further 
into the season. 

All games will be 
televised on local TV 
and radio play by 
play will be available 
on AM 960. 

Kerr was _ also 
pleased to announce 
that the entire coach- 
ing and training staff 
is returning. 

This is great news 
as the team ventures 
forth into a hockey 
season that will be 
challenging, to say 
the least. 

In addition, all of 
the sponsors are still 
backing the team 
which is really en- 
couraging when the 
team will face obvi- 
ous financial chal- 
lenges with no gate 
receipts. 

In other news, the 
team is pleased to an- 
nounce that defence- 
man Thomas Harley 
has been chosen to 
represent Canada at 


the World junior 
Championships, 
which are set to begin 
Christmas day in Ed- 
monton. 

Harley is the team’s 
top defenceman, and 
was drafted 18 th 
overall by the Dallas 
Stars in 2019. 

He was with the 
Stars during their 
2020 Stanley Cup 
run, eventually losing 
to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. 

Mr. Kerr speaks 
very highly of this 
player and wishes 
him all the best as he 
tries to bring home 
gold for Canada. 

For more informa- 
tion on the Steel- 


heads, goto 
mississaugasteel- 
heads.com. 


Dave Robinson is a 
37-year Mississauga 
resident with pas- 
sion for a variety of 
sports, including 
hockey, skiing, 
snowshoeing, 
triathlons, golf and 
windsurfing. 

When he is not 
writing about sports, 
he can be found run- 
ning the Credit River 
trails or riding his 
bike out toward Mil- 
ton. 


Brissett a no-go for Raptors as team changes tactics 


That’s a wrap. 

Mississauga na- 
tive Oshae Brissett 
will not be joining 
the Toronto Rap- 
tors this season - 
being waived by the 
team, along with 
two others, just be- 
fore they opened 
oe 2020-21 run 

Wednesday 
evening. 

Brissett, who 
went to Syracuse 
University and was 
an undrafted free 
agent with the team 
in the 2019-20 sea- 


son, playing 19 
games and averag- 
Ing 1.9 points per 
game, was not 
called up for the 
team alongside fel- 
low picks Henry El- 
lenson and Elize 
Johnson. 

Brissett also spent 
time with the Rap- 
tors 905, playing 
throughout the 
2018-19 season, 
which propelled the 
team to give him a 
shot in the big 
leagues. 
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Return of the NHL in a pandemic doesn’t mean OHL return 


The National 
Hockey League made 
it official this week — 
they plan to start the 
NHL regular season 
on Jan. 13. 

That is great news 
for fans of NHL. 

Although the chal- 
lenges ahead for the 
league to be able to 
pull this off are sub- 
stantial, the method- 
ical approach the 
league has taken to 
its return will help to 
ensure the safety of 
players and staff dur- 
ing this crushing sec- 
ond wave of the 
pandemic. 

No matter what, 
this is going to be a 


very difficult year fi- 
nancially for the 
NHL. 


The main reason 
the NHL is even at- 
tempting to play a 
season is this — it 
needs to protect the 
long-term franchise 
value of its teams. It’s 
not just about this 
season. 

Not getting in a 
season this year 
while the NBA, NFL 
and MLB all manage 


Roger Lajoie 
Sports Scene 


to play would be 
detrimental to the 
NHL moving for- 
ward. 

The league has cor- 
porate sponsors to 
appease and a TV 
deal to provide con- 
tent for. So even 
though it has the 
smallest TV contract 
of the Big 4 North 
American pro sports 
leagues by far, it feels 
an obligation to en- 
dure a season with 
little or no fans for 
the second time if 
only for optics. 

The NHL is a gate 
driven league — with- 
out gate revenues it 
is a money losing 
proposition for more 
than a few of its 
teams. 

The hub city sce- 
nario was different. 
The NHL had al- 
ready played most of 
its regular season by 
then; the league was 
just trying to meet 
final TV obligations 
and declare a cham- 
pion. 

Now they are start- 
ing a brand new one 
so the potential for 


big losses for many of 
its team is very high. 

It is not cheap to 
try and play hockey 
in a pandemic. The 
fact that the NHL is 
settling for a 56 game 
season instead of try- 
ing to fit more games 
in demonstrates how 
reliant they are on 
paid attendance. 

The hope remains 
that maybe by the 
playoffs some fans 
can return, but if 
they don’t the finan- 
cial problem will be 
even bigger. 

I’m not crying for 
these teams. A pro 
sports franchise is a 
high stake venture 
for billionaires. 

I’m just saying this 
because if anyone is 
assuming that the 
NHL’s return means 
leagues like the OHL 
are close behind, 
they don’t under- 
stand the economics 
of the hockey world. 

OHL teams badly 
want to play. It’s 
what they do. The 
cancellation of the 
Memorial Cup last 
spring was devastat- 
ing in a lot of ways, 
and not just finan- 
cially. 

Junior hockey is a 
vital cog in the 
hockey ecosystem. It 
is where players de- 


velop into future 
pros. It’s a decent 
business in many 
markets. 

It’s important to 
the communities that 
have teams, includ- 
ing right here in Mis- 
sissauga with the 
Steelheads. 

But the OHL is not 
the NHL. The OHL 
isn’t going to play 
just so it can do its 
part to keep the 
hockey pipeline run- 
ning smoothly. 

It can’t afford to do 
that. 

Ontario is headed 
into a province-wide 
lockdown for 28 
days, starting Boxing 
Day. Only essential 
services are open. 

That means no 
OHL. activities al- 
lowed at all until at 
least Jan. 23. 

Who even knows 
when those restric- 
tions will be lifted — 
and training camps 
need to open before 
anybody can play. 

COVID is an ever- 
evolving — situation. 
There is hope on the 
horizon with vac- 
cines. However, the 
short term hope for a 
return to anything 
close to normal is 
gone. 

The OHL will not 
be starting up any- 


time soon, as badly 
as some of their 
teams and all of their 
players may want to. 

The long-term via- 
bility of junior 
hockey will not be 
jeopardized if in the 
worst case it can’t re- 
turn before fans can 
return. 

It’s painful for 
everybody, but here’s 
what would be more 
painful - OHL teams 
trying to operate for 
a full season with no 
spectators in the 
building. 

I’m of the belief 
that if you privately 
asked the 20 OHL 
teams if they can af- 
ford to play or not, 
perhaps as many as 
17 would say they 
can’t. They won't 
admit that publically 
but that is the case. It 
won't be possible for 
some teams to sus- 
tain the losses. 

The NHL is coming 
back to help save its 
business; if the OHL 
came back too soon it 
would destroy its 
business. 

For the time being, 
the OHL has to wait. 
Things can change. 

Perhaps with any 
luck, by maybe 
March well have 
available rapid test- 
ing everywhere 


and/or the vaccines 
will be in distribution 
enough to allow for 
some fans in all are- 
nas. 

That would leave 
time for an abbrevi- 
ated regular season 
followed by playoffs. 
It wouldn’t be much, 
but it would be 
something. And dur- 
ing a pandemic we 
should all just take 
what we can get. 

It will be great to 
see the NHL playing 
again. It will be great 
to watch the world 
junior hockey cham- 
pionships in a bubble 
over the holidays. 

Goodness knows 
we could all use the 
diversion. 

But the return of 
the NHL has nothing 
to do with the return 
of the OHL. Unlike 
pro hockey, junior 
hockey must have 
crowds back before it 
can return. 


Roger Lajoie is a 
sports talk show host 
on Sportsnet 590 
The Fan. 

He’s been in the 
sports media busi- 
ness for 40 years, 
and was Vice Presi- 
dent of the Missis- 
sauga St. Michael’s 
Majors in 2011-12. 


A happy life... is a life that balances work and play 


by Teammates 


It is perhaps the 
biggest challenge we 
all face in our lives — 
how do we achieve 
more success and 
still have some bal- 
ance? 

Does great success 
in our careers always 
have to come with 
great sacrifice in our 
personal life? 

Where is the happy 
medium for those of 
us who want more 
from our careers, 
but still want to 
enjoy our family, 
friends, hobbies, 
etc.? Is it really “ei- 
ther/or” when _ it 
comes to having ulti- 
mate achievements? 

It can be very diffi- 
cult to find balance 
in life. On one hand, 
the world is saying 


that you have to ded- 
icate thousands and 
thousands of hours 
to your craft to be- 
come great (the 
10,000 hour rule). 

On the other hand, 
the world is saying 
nobody ever died 
wishing they had 
spent more time at 
the office. 

No wonder we 
make ourselves mis- 
erable sometimes 
just thinking about 
this! 

It’s not easy find- 
ing balance, but here 
are three steps to 
follow. 

1. Stop listening to 
the world. Listen to 
your heart instead. 

Everybody’s defi- 
nition of success is 
different. 


We all want more 
out of life but every- 
body’s definition of 
“more” is different. 
We sometimes cre- 
ate stress just think- 
ing about the stress 
we are under to try 
and do everything. 

Stop. Breathe. Ask 
yourself what is 
most important to 
YOU - not what you 
think is most impor- 
tant to the world. 

Once you answer 
that question hon- 
estly, it’s easier to 
live your values. Not 
everyone wants or 
needs to be a billion- 
aire — really! And 
not everyone finds 
the thought of work- 
ing 80 hours a week 
awful either. Really! 


Continued on Next Page 


Fira! oe 
| OO a iat 
ry Mas Es 


—o- 


Continued from Last 
Page 

2. Have a vision 
for your life. Many 
of us spend more 
time planning our 
vacations than we 
do our careers. The 
biggest reason peo- 
ple don’t have what 
they want in life is 
that they don’t know 
what they want. 
Once you visualize 
what an ideal life 
looks like for you, it 
will be easier to pri- 
oritize what matters 
the most. Everybody 
should have a “To 
Do List” but that list 
should be_ priori- 
tized with most im- 
portant items first, 
not just random 
things to do. Tie 
them to your vision 
and watch how 
much easier life gets 
for you. 

3. Practice mind- 
fulness. When you 
are here, be here. 

Living in the mo- 
ment helps you re- 
ally absorb the work 
you need to do, and 
really helps you 
enjoy your leisure to 
the fullest 

Multi-tasking is 
passé — the best way 
to get things done is 
to fully concentrate 
on one thing at a 
time. 

For example, if 
you can only man- 
age to play with 
your kids for an 
hour today because 
work is calling, then 
make the absolute 
best of that hour. 
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Don’t live yesterday, 
today and tomorrow 
at the same time. 

A full hour of total 
engagement with 
your family is better 
than two hours of 
being distracted and 
on your phone while 
you are with them. 

There is a great 
parable of a rich old 
American _ tourist 
who is visiting Mex- 
ico and on a boat. 
He is enjoying his 
time and sees a 
young local man 
working hard to 
make the tourists 


happy. 

He calls the young 
man over and asks 
him what he does. 

“I work on the 
boat all day, from 9 
to 5,” he says. “I am 
an employee, been 
here for several 
years. 

The rich tourist 
then asks him what 
he does after 5 pm. 

“Most days I have 
dinner and then go 
to the beach and 
hang around to play 
my guitar with my 
friends.” 

The rich tourist 
shakes his head. 
“Young man, you 
can do better than 
that. You should get 
here even earlier, 
work later, and one 
day, you won’t just 
work on the boat, 
you will own the 
boat! And if you 
work really hard, 
you can own sev- 
eral! Then you will 
be rich like me and 


be successful, not 
just a worker!” 

The young man 
considers this and 
looks at the rich old 
tourist. “Then what 
will I do?” he asks. 


The rich old 
tourist ac impa- 
tient and yells “Well 


then you can go 
hang around on the 
beach and play your 
guitar with your 
friends!” 

What do you want 
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in life, friends? Live 
your values, not the 
values of a rich old 
tourist, or a young 
worker who doesn’t 
want to be an 
owner, or anyone 
else. Do what is im- 
portant to YOU. 

Everyone’s defini- 
tion of success is 
different. Develop a 
clear vision for what 
you want and a 
pan, then live your 
ife accordingly. 


When you do that, 
you'll find it is much 
easier to achieve 
balance between 
work and play. 

Then by all means 
go out and work 
hard and play hard 
— and live in the 
moment. We only 
have moments to 
live after all! 


TEAMMATES 
provides personal 


growth _develop- 
ment coaching to 
hel you get to where 
you want to go 
faster! 

Follow us on 
@teammatesTrio 
on Facebook & 
Twitter and you 
can reach us at 
email via  team- 
mates@rogers.com. 
Look for our blog 
weekly here at Peel 
Weekly News! 
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ISHING (PRO GLAZE) 


We also do renovation for floor and Tub surrounding tiles grout cleaning 
PRO GLAZE IS THE FIRST CoO. IN 
CANADA WITH WITH THE NEW WATER- 
GLAZE, WE ARE ALSO THE DISTRIBUTOR 
OF THIS AMAZING PRODUCT. THIS MEANS 
A CLEANER ENVIRONMENT FOR THE NEXT 
GENERATION OUR PRODUCT IS 
GREENHOUSE FRIENDLY. 


CONTACT: RALPH: 416-731-3077 


PEEL 


WEEKLY 


Digital Newspaper 
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LIFESTYLE / AROUND TOWN 


Insurance provider gives back to local club 


The Boys & 
Girls Club of 
Peel picked up a 
special pre-holi- 


day Christmas 
donation last 
week, when 


Jessie Mann, fi- 
nancial advisor 
for The Co-oper- 
ators in Bramp- 
ton, announced a 
donation of 
$8,000 to the 
Club. 

The — funding 
will help the or- 
ganization fund 
The Holiday 
Hamper pro- 
gram, which pro- 
vides support in 
the form of toys, 
clothes and food 
for families in 
need. 


“Our donation 
today helps ad- 
dress important 
community 
needs,” Mann 
said at a cheque 
presentation, 
held last wek. 
“We invest our 
profits into ac- 
tion and advo- 
cacy that makes 
the world a bet- 


funding 
was provided by 
Mann with the 
support of The 
Co-operators Ad- 
visor Community 
Fund, through 
which the busi- 
ness uses to 
demonstrate its 
commitment to 
sustainability 


and showcase 


leadership in the 
community. 

“Working with 
a local and Na- 
tional organiza- 


tion like The Co- 
operators that 
has the under- 
standing of what 
families across 
the region, 


Submitted Photo 
(Boys & Girls Club _ 
of Peel) | 
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province and 
country needs is 
a true gift for our 
BGC Peel (Boys 
& Girls Club), es- 
pecially during 


ALK 


_ Te ssie Man 
905-454-14 


these uncertain 
times,” said 
Michael J. Gy- 
Oovai, executive 
director of BGC 
Peel. 
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Christmas breakfast raises $33k for local charity 


The revamped 
outdoor version 
of a popular 
Christmas 
fundraiser 
brought in an as- 
tounding $33,000 
for a local food 
bank. 

The Streetsville 
Christmas Break- 
fast, an annual 


tradition held in 
partnership with 
‘Twas The Bite 
Before Christmas, 
held its inaugural 
contactless drive- 
thru. fundraising 
breakfast on Dec. 
12 in the parking 
lot of Drake A 
Firkin Pub in 
Streetsville. 


DAY 
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The annual 
event, which was 
previously held 
indoors, saw over 
650 vehicles pass 
through the park- 
ing lot over the 
course of three 
hours, where they 
were greeted by 
special guests, re- 
ceived Christmas 


SEASON'S: ' 
GREETINGS! | 


wreaths, candy 
canes and more - 
along with a hot 
or cold breakfast - 
before departing 
to enjoy their 
meals. 

The event, 
which was hosted 
in benefit of Eden 
Food For Change, 
was organized in 


compliance with 
COVID-19 physi- 
cal distancing and 
safety protocols, 
with a fully-con- 
tactless method of 
distributing 
breakfasts and 
additional good- 
ies for guests. 
The initiative 
brought together 
community stake- 
holders, including 
first responders, 
businesses, local 
artists, media, 
volunteers and 
the public in the 
spirit of giving. 
The event con- 
tinues to be or- 
ganized at a $0 
cost as a result of 
generous in-kind 
donations, ensur- 
ing 100 per cent 
of the funds bene- 
fit the charity. 
The community 
made a remark- 
able combined 
donation totalling 
more than 


($33,000) during 
a three-hour pe- 
riod, as revealed 
at a_ special 
cheque presenta- 
tion ceremony in 
Mississauga on 
Friday. 

Eden Food For 
Change 
(edenFFC.org) is 
a local food centre 
serving the Mis- 
sissauga commu- 
nity in need by 
providing access 
to healthy, fresh 


and _— nutritious 
food. 

EFFC also pro- 
vides education 
and training 
through an_ in- 
house _ learning 
kitchen where 
members prepare 
healthy meals 


providing trans- 
ferable skills for 
future employa- 
bility. 


by Vidya Gopaul 


As we all know, 
Christmas is a 
special occasion 
when we cele- 
brate the birth of 
Christ, which 
happened more 
than two thou- 
sand years ago in 
Bethlehem. 

Bethlehem lies 
ten kilometres 
south of the city 
of Jerusalem, in 
the fertile lime- 
stone hill coun- 
try of the Holy 
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Land. Since at 
least the second 
century A.D., 
people have be- 
lieved that the 
place where the 
Church of the 
Nativity, Bethle- 
hem, now stands 
is where Jesus 
was born. 
Together with 
my family, I had 
the privilege to 
visit the Church 
of the Nativity in 
1998, on our the 
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way to our Baha'i 

pilgrimage __ to 

Haifa, Israel. 
We took a taxi 


from Haifa 
where we were 
staying in the 


hotel to go to 
Bethlehem. Just 
north of Haifa, 
in Lebanon, we 
could hear the 
sound of bomb- 
ings - and yet, 
when we reached 
the entrance of 
the Church of 
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Celebrating Christmas - A Universal Holiday 


Nativity, you 
could feel the 
tranquility, 
peace, Jo. 

Most = impor- 
tantly, you get a 
spiritual experi- 
ence which is lit- 
erally out of this 
world - you can- 
not explain it; 
you can only ex- 
perience it. 

The entrance is 
very small, and 
hence you have 
to bend to enter, 
which in my 
opinion shows a 
sign of respect 
and reverence. 

From outside, 
the church looks 
like a very sim- 
ple old building, 
but when you 
enter, inside it is 
totally different. 

It is very beau- 
tiful, exquisite 
and it lifts your 
spirit so high 
that you can feel 
you can touch 
the heaven. 

We were 
blessed and for- 
tunate to see the 
exact place 


where Christ was 
born, the spot 
where he was 
given the bath 
before his cruci- 
fixion and the 
place where the 
three Marys 
stood to see their 
beloved soul was 
being carried to 
be crucified. 

We also saw the 
exact place 
Christ was cruci- 
fied, the cave 
where His body 
was laid to rest 
and later on He 
was resurrected. 

Not too many 
of us get to see 
this special 
place, but we 
were very fortu- 
nate to feel that 
experience once 
in a lifetime. 

Christmas is a 
universal cele- 
bration which is 
celebrated in 
every corner of 
the world by al- 
most every walks 
of life, irregard- 
less of one's reli- 
gious beliefs. It 
is more preva- 
lent in Canada 


than in any- 
where in the 
world. 

With the ad- 


vent of globaliza- 


tion and 
allowing SO 
many immi- 


grants to come 
to Canada, inter- 
faith marriages 
have increased 
dramatically - 
Hindus marring 
Christians, Jews 
marrying Chris- 


tians, Muslim 
marrying Chris- 
tians, Muslims 


marrying Sikhs, 
Tamil marrying 
Muslims and so 
on. 

Yet, the one 
thing that they 
all have, in most 


part, in common 
is Christmas. 
Christmas is 
the only reli- 
gious celebration 
that I have seen 
that have taken 
precedence in a 
multicultural 
family. 
Christmas is 
the only time we 


all come _ to- 
gether; either we 
are Baha'i, 


Hindu, Muslim, 
Jew, Buddhist, 
Tamil, Telegu, 
Sikh and Jain to 
name a few. 

This is the only 
celebration that 
binds us all to- 
gether, either we 
are white, black, 
blue, brown, yel- 
low or any other 
colour, at least 
for one day and 


that is on 
Christmas day. 
I have seen 


families who re- 
sisted to cele- 
brate Christmas 
at the beginning 
because of their 
religious or any 
other belief, but 
eventually suc- 
cumb to the idea 
of the Christmas 
festival, either 
because of their 
children having- 
more Christian 
friends or be- 
cause they did 
not want to be 
left out during 
one day of to- 
getherness. 

As this year is 
coming to end, I 
wish all my fans 
and public at 
large a_ very 
Merry Christmas 
and a_ very 
Happy New Year 
for 2021. May 
this New-Year 
bring peace, 
love, health and 
happiness to you 
all. 
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ACER gets regional nod for community-engaged climate action 


On Dec. 10, Peel 
Regional Council 
heard encouraging 
words from 
Brampton’s 
Knightsbridge resi- 
dents, who have 
been hardest hit by 
COVID-19. 

A two-minute 
video of volunteers' 
testimonials 
opened the presen- 
tation by ACER —- 
Association for 
Canadian Educa- 
tional Resources — 
to report on Project 
Crossroads com- 
munity tree plant- 
ing for climate 
change research. 

Grade 11 student 
Vanessa _ _ logged 
volunteer hours 
ahead of her re- 
mote learning, de- 
spite blustery early 
morning weather. 

“I woke up early 
and so I thought, 
why not come out 
and help my com- 
munity?” she said. 

Planting events 
were adapted and 
tested to meet pan- 
demic restrictions, 
as a contribution to 
the City of Bramp- 
ton’s Gustainabl 
Neighbourhoods 
Action Plan 
(SNAP). 

Bramalea SNAP 


collaborators also 
include Toronto 
and Region Con- 
servation Authority 
and Peel Region — 
Healthy Communi- 
ties Initiative. The 
collaboration was 
funded under lock- 
down in March 
2020 by Arbor Day 
Foundation under 
the TD Green 
Space program. 

The presentation 
coincided with UN 
Human Rights Day 
and the fifth an- 
niversary of the 
2015 Paris Climate 
Agreement. 

“Results speak for 
themselves,” said 
Alice Casselman, 
ACER’s Founder 
and President. 

“In less than nine 
months since 
COVID put Peel 
Region in_ lock- 
down, ACER held 
five community 
tree planting 
events with resi- 
dents of Knights- 
bridge, in three 
distinct locations: 
public housing, a 
public park and on 
privately-owned 
property.” 

A total of 71 vol- 
unteers included 
family bubbles and 
secondary students 


who logged 37 vol- 
unteer service 
hours. 

A new trial to 
plant 153 large 
trees and _ corre- 
sponding native 
pollinator/bird 
shrubs added bio- 
mass equal to 
1,840 x 1-gallon 


Region 
Council gave a nod 
to ACER’s future 
forward result: In 
response to the 
delegation, it said, 
“Residents' ‘tree 
growth data sup- 
ports plans for fu- 
ture urban forest 
plantings and 
meets goals of the 
Peel Region Cli- 
mate Change Mas- 
ter Plan for 
building commu- 
nity resilience with 
green  infrastruc- 
ture.” 

Tree equity, a 
deficit newly iden- 
tified under the 
pandemic, was 
ACER’s lead con- 
sideration to prior- 
itize tree sites. 

In 2019, ACER 
stakeholders col- 
laboration priori- 
tized sites where 
tree canopy is low 
and coincident 
with some of the 


Region’s most vul- 
nerable neighbour- 
hoods, in order to 
strongly align with 
objectives in the 
Peel Climate 
Change  Partner- 
ship’s Green/Nat- 
ural Infrastructure 
Strategy 

In 2020, Peel 
Public Health data 
showed prioritized 
sites were the same 
GIS areas most 
highly impacted by 
COVID caseload by 
postal code. 

These areas are in 
or beside environ- 
mentally degraded 
industrialized 
areas. 

Relief from men- 


tal health distress 
was measurable, in 
ACER’s COVID-19 
perception survey 
created specifically 
to capture partici- 
pant mood, before 
and after planting 
experiences. 

To a person, par- 
ticipants reported 
an enhanced feel- 
ing of wellbeing, 
felt safe, and would 
join again in a fu- 
ture event. 

In adapting to 
pandemic _proto- 
cols, new outdoor/ 
online/ remote 
treekeeper units 
were designed with 
digital resources 


and training videos 


posted on ACER’s 
website. 

The delegation to 
Peel Regional 
Council sought 
support for one of 
several major pro- 

osals submitted 
or 2021 research 
projects. “2020 
was a_ crossroads 
for difficult choices 
in extremely 
stormy times,” says 
Alice. “As we go 
into 2021, ACER 
sees Project Cross- 
roads as a silver 
lining, and a hope- 
ful direction as 
more people can 
join in climate ac- 
tion together.” 


Mobile community truck revs up to help fight hunger 


2020 will be re- 
membered as the 
year that the en- 


COVID-19  pan- 
demic. 

In response to 
the global health 
crisis, Knights 


Helping To Alleviate Hunger in Pe 
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Table embarked 
on a new and ex- 
citing initiative of 
a Mobile Commu- 
nity Kitchen food 
truck through 
support from the 
federal govern- 
ment’s COVID-19 
Reaching Home 
funding. 


The Brampton 
area, like the 
other parts of the 
GTA, is feeling 


the impact of the 
dramatic changes 
in the economy 
due to the pan- 
demic. 
Community 
Food Banks like 


the Knights Table 
said they have felt 
increased _ pres- 
sure to meet the 
demands of a 
community in 
need. 

The Mobile 
Community 
Kitchen food 
truck, launched 
earlier this week, 
is an extension of 
the organization’s 
meal programs. 

Food insecure 
individuals, fami- 
lies, and seniors 
in high needs 
neighbourhood 
will be able to ac- 
cess nutritious 
meals including 
breakfast, lunch 
and dinner. 
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With its new 
mobile commu- 
nity kitchen, the 
organization will 
be able to expand 
its reach deeper 
in the community 
to support those 
who are adversely 
touched by 
poverty and expe- 
riencing food in- 
security across 
Peel. 

“We understand 
that the most vul- 
nerable groups in 
our community 
have been greatly 
affected by this 
crisis and with the 
colder weather in 
our midst, our 
food truck is a 
vital resource as 


we re-imagine the 
way we meet the 
needs of our com- 
munity, says 
Knights Table ex- 
ecutive director, 
Annie Bynoe. “We 


know that for 
many residents, 
food insecurity 
has increased 


with the loss of 
jobs and indus- 
tries. These 
domino ~ effects 
are visible and ev- 
ident. Food banks 
help many fami- 
lies in Peel, but 
some food banks 
are not opening 
during the pan- 
demic.” 
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Indian Grocery 
Fresh Fruits & Vegetables 
at Wholesale Prices 


Pe ‘. 


= 


© _ | 
he ; | 
é . - Oi 
A re i 
‘ , ir =i hy 
ey 
r *» ese - 


NAVAL / ASHOK 
dundasfruits@hotmail.com 309 ” 897 " 1944 
40 Dundas St. West, Mississauga, ON L5B 1H4 


PDN December 24, 2020_Layout 1 12/24/2020 2:38 AM Page 32 


—e— 


Dec. 24, 2020 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | LIFESTYLE 32 


Locals express support for health care workers through “Trees of Hope’ 


A simple act that 
expresses a huge 
‘thank yow’ is gain- 
ing traction among 
neighbours in two 
north Mississauga 
communities. 

Mississauga 
Ward 10 Council- 
lor Sue McFadden 
has partnered with 
the residents’ as- 
sociations in Lis- 
gar and Churchill 


Meadows on a 
roject called 
‘Trees of Hope —a 
salute to health 
care workers.” 
Trees have been 
identified in two 
community parks 
where _ residents 
are invited to add 
a ribbon or deco- 
ration, expressing 
their appreciation 
of and support for 


health care work- 
ers during this sec- 
ond wave of the 


COVID-19 __ pan- 
demic. 
“Hospital — staff 


are under such im- 
mense stress and 
strain — perhaps 
even more now 
than in the first 
wave of the pan- 
demic because this 
has been going on 


so long,” McFad- 
den said. 

“And yet they 
continue to_ offer 
the care and sup- 
port to their pa- 
tients. Sometimes 
they're the only 
ones in the hospi- 
tal room, holding 
their hands as they 
take their _ last 
breath. It’s physi- 
cally and mentally 


on In the 
spring during the 
first wave, there 
were several im- 
promptu _initia- 
tives that 
developed 
whereby the public 
could express their 
appreciation for 
the dedicated work 
of health care pro- 
fessionals and 
other front-line 
workers. 

But McFadden 
hasn’t seen the 
same kind of sup- 
port in the second 
wave. 

“T think it’s so 
important that our 
frontline workers 
know how much 


we appreciate 
them, _ especially 
now during the 
holiday season,” 


McFadden said. 
Residents agree. 
“Such a beautiful 
idea for our health 
care workers,” 
wrote Patricia 
Briguglio under a 
photo she posted 
on Facebook of her 


and her daughter 
at the Lisgar Tree 
of Hope. 

The Trees of 
Hope are located 
at Lisgar Fields 
Community Park 
(3805 Doug Leav- 


ens Boulevard 
near the tennis 
courts) an 
Churchill Mead- 
ows Community 
Common (3715 
Thomas Street 
near the skate- 
board park). 


Residents are in- 
vited to adorn the 
tree until Dec. 31, 
though McFadden 
says there is no 
hard end date. 

“This pandemic 
is far from over. If 
residents continue 
to respond, we'll 
just keep going — 
maybe designate 
more trees in the 
Su And maybe 

esignate more 
parks across the 
city. All we want to 
do is express our 
thanks.” 


Library system tops one million eBook/audiobook checkouts in 2020 


Mississauga Li- 
brary announced 
late ast week that 
it had surpassed 


one million digi- 
tal book check- 


outs in Nov. 
2020 two 
months _ earlier 


than anticipated. 
The milestone 
demonstrates the 
continued growth 
and importance 
of libraries and 
digital lending of 
eBooks and Au- 
diobooks at a 
time when_ the 
city’s library loca- 
tions are faced 
with building clo- 
sures and service 
changes due to 
COVID-19. ; 
Mississauga Li- 
brary is one of 75 
ublic library sys- 
ems worldwide 
on track to, sur- 
pass one million 
checkouts by the 
end of this year. 
“Mississauga 
residents love to 
read and these re- 


sults show _ it,” 
said Mayor Bon- 
nie rombie. 


"Now more than 
ever, it’s impor- 
tant that people 
of all ages have 
access to a_wide 
range of eBooks 
and Audiobooks.” 
The library of- 
fers customers 
al) access to 
eBooks and Au- 
diobooks through 
the Libby App by 
OverDrive. 
Reader interest 
and usage have 
increase each 
year, with more 
than 4.4 million 
eBooks and Au- 
diobooks checke 

out since 2010. 

The highest-cir- 
culating | eBook 
borrowed in 2020 
at Mississauga Li- 


brary is Walk the 
Wire by David 
Baldacci. ; 

Mississauga Li- 
brary card hold- 
ers can _ also 


access the digital 


collections of the 
Burlington and 
Hamilton public 
libraries. 

“Our. _ readers 
have helped us 
reach this impor- 
tant milestone,” 
said Jennifer Stir- 
ling, Acting Di- 
ae eee oO T.; 
Mississauga —_Li- 
rary... “We are 
pleased to be able 
to_make a vast 


collection of 


eBooks and Au- 
diobooks _avail- 
able to our 
customers, espe- 
cially now when 
we are all spend- 
ing more time at 
home. We look 
forward to bring- 
ing our residents 
even more titles 
in 2021." 

The Top 10 
eBook titles bor- 
rowed through 
Mississauga Li- 
brary’s digital col- 
lection in 2020 
include: 

1. Walk the 


Wire: Amos 
Decker __ Series 
Book 6 by David 
Baldacci ; 

2. Camino 
Winds by John 
Grisham 

3.. The Henna 
Artist: A Novel by 
Alka Joshi 

4. The Guest 
List: A Novel by 


Lucy Fole 
5. Too Much and 
Never Enough: 


Most 
i eu Man 
y Mary L. Trump 
The Other 

Mrs.: A Novel by 
ae! Kubica 

7. The Ballad of 
Songbirds and 
Snakes: The 
Hunger Games 
Series, Book o by 
Suzanne Collins 
8. The Girls with 
No Names: 
Novel by Serena 
Burdic 

9. Untamed by 
Glennon Doyle 
10. Fair Warn- 


—o- 


ing: Jack McEn- 
voy Series, Book 3 
by Michael Con- 


nelly 
The Top 10 Au- 
diobook titles 


through Missis- 
sauga  Library’s 
digital collection 
in 2020 include: 
1, Camino 
Winds by John 
Grisham 

2. So You Want 
to Talk about 
Race by Ijeoma 


uo 
. Too Much and 
ever 


Most 
ea oe Man 
y Mary L. Trump 
4. Quiet: The 
Power of Intro- 
verts in a World 
That Can’t Stop 
Talking by Susan 
Cain 

. Untamed by 
Glennon Doyle 

6. The Guest 
List: A Novel by 
Lucy Foley 


7. Me and White 
Supremacy: Com- 


bat acism, 
Change the 
World, and Be- 


come a Good An- 
cd by Layla F. 


aa 
8. The Order: A 
Novel by Daniel 


Wh Walk the 
ire: mos 
Decker Series 


10._ The River 
Murders 
James Patterson 
Anyone — who 
lives, works or 
oes to school in 
ississauga can 
register online for 
a library card. 
Customers can 
use any major de- 


vice. 
To download the 
Libby app to bor- 
row eBooks and 
Audiobooks any- 
time, from any- 
where, visit 
mississaugali- 
brary.ca. 
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Caledon joins roster of libraries hosting digital book clubs 


Caledon Public 
Library (CPL), 
alongside more 


than 500 other 
Canadian public li- 
braries, announced 
this week that they 
will hold the first 
national, bilingual 


(English and 
French) digital 
book club. 


The initiative is 
part of the second 
year of One eRead 
Canada, a month- 
long initiative coor- 


dinated by Cana- 
dian Urban Li- 
braries Council 
(CULC), that will 
run from Jan. 1 - 
31, 2021. 

More than 80 per 
cent of Canadian 
public libraries will 
be offering free, 
unlimited access to 
Vi by Kim Thay, in 
eBook and eAudio- 
book formats 
across _ different 
platforms. 

The book will be 


available in English 
and French — with- 
out holds or wait- 
lists — to all CPL 
cardholders. 
“Everyone bene- 
fits from stronger 
and better eCon- 
tent in libraries”, 
says Colleen Lipp, 
CPL’s CEO and 
Chief Librarian. 
“One eRead 
Canada is raising 
awareness about li- 
brary access to 
eContent and en- 


couraging dialogue 
about a wonderful 
Canadian _ book. 
This initiative falls 
perfectly in line 
with our mission to 
nurture connec- 
tions, collaboration 
and creativity.” 
One eRead 
Canada is an im- 
portant initiative 
undertaken by 
CULC, which is 
striving to resolve 
the prohibitive 
costs and purchas- 


ing __ restrictions 
public libraries face 
related to eCon- 
tent. 

CULC’s _ recent 
eContent for Li- 
braries campaign, 
in which CPL ac- 
tively participated, 
drew attention to 
major multina- 
tional publishers’ 
excessively high 
prices and restric- 
tive purchasing 
models for eBooks 
and eAudiobooks. 


One eRead 
Canada and similar 
programs will in- 
troduce _ readers 
and listeners to 
new titles and au- 
thors, positively 
impacting sales of 
digital content — to 
the benefit of pub- 
lishers, authors, 
and readers. 

For more infor- 
mation, visit cale- 
donlibrary.on.ca. 


Brampton celebrates Winter Wonderland for the holidays 


The City of 
Brampton will be 
opening Mount 

inguacousy and 
cross-country §ski- 
ing and snowshoe 
trails on Jan. 2, 
2021, weather per- 
mitting. 

Registration for 
the four new out- 
door skating rinks 
located at Flower 
City Community 
Campus, _ Valley- 
brook Park (syn- 
thetic ice pilot), 
Morris Kerbel Park, 
and Earnscliffe 
Park will begin this 
week. 

Pop-up program- 
ming, walking path, 
and outdoor run 
club dates are also 
available online at 
brampton.ca/recre- 
ation. 

Mount Chingua- 
cousy is the city’s 
destination for ski- 
ing, snowboardin 
and tubing, locate 
at _ Chinguacousy 
Park. 

Pay-per-visit ski- 
ing, snowboarding 
and tubing will be 
available by reser- 
vation. Limited ca- 
pacities have been 
implemented to en- 
sure, physical dis- 
tancing 1S 
maintained. 

Ski_ and | snow- 
board equipment 
rentals are not 
available at this 


ime. 

For all informa- 
tion, including 
hours of operation, 
open or closed sta- 
tus, and reservation 


details, visit bramp- 
ton.ca/mountch- 


ing. 
ew cross-coun- 
try skiing an 
snowshoeing trails 
will be available for 
use in share in 
Chinguacousy Park 
weather permitting. 
The trails can be 
accessed from the 
Sandra Hames 
Centre parking lot 
(Bramalea and 
Goodwood en- 
ae and are in- 
tende for 
independent use by 
residents uring 
regular park oper- 
ating hours. Resi- 
dents are asked to 
follow posted sig- 
nage guidelines and 
maintain safe phys- 
ical distancing. 
Trails are_main- 


tained by City of 


Brampton staff and 
may be closed due 
to inclement 
weather. Equip- 
ment rentals are 
not available at this 
time. 

For information, 


including hours of 


operation and trail 
open or closed sta- 
tus, visit bramp- 
ton.ca/winterwond 


erland. 

The hill and trails 
may close due to in- 
clement weather 
including mild an 
wet conditions or 
extreme cold (tem- 

eratures below -20 

egrees Celsius). 

Residents are ad- 
vised to check sta- 
tus updates online 
prior to their visit. 


Four new outdoor 
skating rinks have 
also been installed 
this season, located 
at Flower City Com- 
ed Campus, 
beat rook Park 
(synthetic ice pilot), 

orris Kerbel Park, 
and Earnscliffe 
Park. 

ee tar- 

eted to open on 

ec. 18, recent 
warm temperatures 
made it necessa 
to allow additiona 
time for the rinks to 
be flooded and for 
freezing to take 

lace, the city said 
ast week. 

Gore Meadows 
Covered Outdoor 
Skating Rink, Chin- 

uacousy Park 

kate Recreational 
Trail, Gage Park 
Outdoor ~ Skatin 
Recreational Trail, 
and Mount Pleas- 


ant Outdoor Skat- 
ing Rink opened on 
Dec. 10. 

For all informa- 
tion, including 
hours of operation 
rink status, an 
reservation details, 
¥ does i 
brampton.ca/out- 
doorskating. 

Brampton Recre- 
ation staff will be 
offering Walking 
Path and Outdoor 
Run Club programs 
beginning Dec. 19. 

Residents can 
enjoy these open- 
air activities during 
the winter months, 
while maintaining 
physical distancing. 

e Walking Pat 
program is_ in- 
tended for all ages 
and makes for a 

erfect family- 
riendly activity. 

Residents can get 
outside and active 


by registering for 
Outdoor Run Club. 

This program is 
suitable for all ac- 
tivity levels, includ- 
ing those new to the 
sport. 

n line with Peel 
Public Health rec- 
ommendations, a 
reservation system 
is in place for all 
outdoor winter pro- 
gramming and for 
visit to all rinks and 
Mount  Chingua- 
cousy. 

This is to ensure 
capacity require- 
ments are main- 
tained and contact 
tracing is possible 
when necessary. 

Reservations for 
outdoor skating are 
available up to 36 
hours in advance. 
Residents can re- 
serve their spot by 
registering online at 
cityofbrampton.per 


fectmind.com, call- 
ing the booking line 
at 008) 704 node 
or by calling Service 
Brampton at 311 
from within city 
limits : 
All reservations 
are limited to one 
hour in, duration. 
Reservations are re- 
quired for all pa- 
trons, including 
parents, guardians 
or others who are 


accompanying 
skaters. 
Residents are 


asked to check in 
with staff at an on- 
site welcome tent 
upon their arrival. 

ashroom 
amenities will be 
available. | Masks 
are required in line- 
ups and inside o 
the washrooms. No 
food or beverages 
are permitted at the 
rinks. 
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Health and Wellness - Living in Peace 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


Peace — what a 
wonderful experi- 
ence! So where do 
we find it? 

We find it within 
ourselves. It could 
take religion to un- 
derstand the differ- 
ent variations in it 
and to accept what 
is going on? But 
knowing peace is 
what makes the 
difference. 

Peace actually en- 
hances _ serenity 


equanimity an 
balances or coun- 
ters anger, vl0- 


lence, or worry. 

What more can 
we ask for? As 
much as we look 
outside ourselves 
to find peace, it ac- 
tually begins 
within us. 

Peace is an inner 
state of well-being 
and calm. It is also 
an outer projecting 
of promoting non- 
violence, conflict 


resolution, and co- 
operation in the 
world. So, what is 
causing you to not 
know peace? 

You can begin to 
practice peace by 


refusing to partici- 
pate in violence ei- 
ther directly or 
indirectly. 

You can also try 
to stay composed 
no matter how agi- 
tated the people 
around you _ be- 
come. 

Your inner mir- 
rors the outer. The 
conditions _ that 
upset the equilib- 
rium of the world 
— anger, aggres- 
sion, discord — 
upset our inner 
peace as well. 

It is necessary to 
deal with them on 
both levels. 

Feeling worried, 
upset, or "crazed" 
can help you to get 
started doing 
peace. These states 
often signify that 

our emotions 

ave gotten the 
best of you, and a 
practice to restore 
your balance is 
needed. 

Being even-tem- 

ered creates a 
reste serenity. 
And whereas being 
agitated can drain 
your energy, but 


inner calm _in- 
creases your stam- 
ina so that you can 
sustain your efforts 
to make a more 
peaceful place. 

A great and won- 
derful method of 
avoiding anger is to 
teach yourself to 
speak in a lower 
voice. This is very 
effective to attain- 
ing your quality of 
patience. 

I remember when 
I was teaching my 
workshops, to 
make myself feel 
more peaceful, I 
spoke in a lower 
slower voice. It 
worked. 

When I was re- 
laxed, so were the 
attendees of my 
workshop. When 
you do this, you 
make it a habit to 
be aware of what is 
going on. No rush- 
ing through what is 
happening. It is 
taking the time to 
learn to relax your 
voice and it will 
relax you and you 
will be more at 
peace. 

When someone is 


insulting you or 
doing somethin 
against your will, 
slow yourself down 
so you resist the 
urge to defend 
yourself or react 
especially when 
you shouldn’t feel 
the urge to. 

Not everyone is 
going to agree with 
you or want to go 
your way but that 
is how it is. Let 
them go to do their 
own way but you 
don’t need to de- 
fend yourself. 

What they think 
is what they want 
to think. So many 
times, I have had 
that happen to me 
and I just let it go 
because I wasn’t 
willing to disrupt 
myself over some- 
one else’s thoughts 
or feeling. 

Would they 
change to accom- 
modate me... prob- 
ably not. It will 
enable you to be- 
come patient with 
yourself but also 
with others. 

Be aware of when 
you are the least 


peaceful and make 
a journal of it. List 
them and they will 
show you where 
you are having dif- 
ficulty. Is it really a 
failure or just a be- 
lief you have lived 
with all your life? 
Now is the time 
to change it. So 
often, we have be- 
lieved somethin 
from our childhoo 
but now it is time 
to change that. 
Pay attention to 
your words. Your 
words tell a lot 
about you and 
what you believe. 
Write down what 
you think of your- 
self and what is in 
your speech habit. 
Be more positive 
about yourself be- 
cause being nega- 
tive doesn’t work. 
One workshop I 
had, there was a 
woman that said 
she wanted to be 
erfect and I asked 
ow she was doing. 
She believed she 
was failing all the 
time. 
So, I asked why 
she believed that, 


but she didn’t 
know. So why feel 
like that? 
Perfection is in 
the moment not 
the action. What is 
perfect one mo- 
ment isn’t the next 
but look to nature 
to find perfection. 
Next look to op- 
portunities but 
when you are 
stressed, you don’t 
see them. When 
you are at peace, 
they are easy to 
see. 
Opportunities 
surround us all the 
time and wait for 
us to move towards 
them. Know your- 
self and it will de- 
velop the peace 
within you. You 
need to know you! 
So, rest in your 
eace rather than 
ight it. If you are 
fighting it, then it 
will be very diffi- 
cult. Let it go and 
find the peace you 
have within you. 
Peace is what we 
all need in the 
world. So, let us be 
at peace. 
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Make Your Own High-Protein Spinach Wraps at Home! 


If you order a 
spinach and feta 
wrap from Star- 
bucks every day, 
it’s time to rethink 
this 
habit. 

While we appre- 
ciate the “cage- 
free eggs” and 19 
grams of protein 
this convenient 
option offers, the 
wrap contains a 
number of preser- 
vatives and 36 per 
cent of your rec- 
ommended 
sodium for the 
whole day. 

We were thrilled 
to find a home- 
made option that’s 
lower in calories 
and carbs and free 
of preservatives. 

Just like the 
original, this 
recipe is easy to 


morning 


enjoy on the go — 
and even cook up 
in advance for a 
busy morning. 

Once you take a 
bite, you will be 
delighted that the 
flavor and texture 
of this homemade 
hack was far more 
satisfying than the 
fast-food order. 

This is a great 
recipe to freeze 
and make in ad- 
vance. 

To freeze, allow 
the wrap to cool, 
then store in a zip- 
lock bag or plastic 
wrap. To reheat, 
microwave on 
high for four min- 
utes. 


Ingredients (for 
one serving): 

- one seven-inch 
whole-wheat tor- 


tilla 
quarter-cup, 
sliced mushrooms 
two cups of 
fresh spinach 
- one large egg, 


plus one egg 
white, lightly 
whisked 

two _ table- 


spoons, crumbled 
low-fat feta cheese 
- one tablespoon, 
sun-dried toma- 
toes, chopped 


Instructions: 

Place the tortilla 
on a microwave- 
safe plate and heat 
on high for one 
minute. 

Coat a small skil- 
let with cooking 
spray, then place 
it over medium 
heat. 

Sauté the mush- 
rooms and pepper 


for two minutes. 

Stir in the 
spinach and sauté 
for another one to 
two minutes, or 
until wilted. 

Add the eggs and 
cook, stirring 
often until they 

a 


J 


are set, about two 


minutes. 
Place the egg 
scramble in the 


center of the tor- 
tilla, then top it 
with the crumbled 
feta and sun-dried 
tomatoes. 


To wrap, fold up 
one end, then both 
sides. Serve imme- 
diately or wrap in 
foil and take to go. 

Total cook time 
is ten minutes, 
with 252 calories 
per serving. 


A Tasty Treat - Healthy Baked Coconut Shrimp 


Even though it 
may be freezing 
where you are, 
your taste buds 
deserve a quick 
trip to the tropics, 
and this appetizer 
will get rave re- 


views. Typically 
served with a 
sweet and spicy 
Asian sauce, this 
version is paired 
with something a 
little | creamier 
and with less 


sugar. And the 
dip uses one of 
the most versatile 
ingredients out 
there: Greek yo- 
gurt! 

Full of protein, 
good-for-you pro- 


biotics, and cal- 
cium, Greek yo- 
gurt should be a 
staple in any 
healthy fridge. 


Ingredients (for 
one-to-two seru- 
ings): 


- half-cup, flaked 
unsweetened co- 


conut 
six _ table- 

spoons, plain 
panko bread- 
crumbs 

three table- 
spoons, whole 
wheat flour 


- two large egg 

whites 
one pound, 

large shrimp, 
peeled, deveined 
and patted dry 

- salt and pepper 
(to taste) 

-  quarter-cup, 
low-fat Greek yo- 
gurt (for dipping 


—o- 


sauce) 
two _ table- 
spoons, lime juice 
(for dipping sauce 
- one teaspoon, 
ancho chili pow- 
der (for dipping 

sauce 
- non-stick cook- 


ing spray 
Instructions: 


Preheat the oven 
to 450°F. Spray a 
baking sheet with 
non-stick spray. 

To make the 
dipping sauce, 
combine all Greek 
yogurt, lime juice, 
and chili powder 
in a small bowl. 
Set aside in the 
refrigerator. 

Combine the co- 
conut, panko, and 


flour in a bowl or 
baking dish. 
Beat the egg 


whites in a 


medium bowl 
until slightly 
frothy. 

Season the 
shrimp with salt 
and pepper. 


Add the shrimp 
to the egg whites; 
toss to coat. Lift 
each shrimp from 
the egg whites, 
letting the excess 
drip off the 
shrimp. Coat in 
the crumb mix- 
ture, pressing to 
adhere. 

Place the shrimp 
on the baking 
sheet in a single 
layer. Lightly 
spray with non- 
stick spray. 

Bake until the 
shrimp are golden 
on the outside 
and opaque in the 
center, 8 to 10 
minutes. Serve 
with the dipping 
sauce. 
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More Places to Spot & Shop in Peel Region! 


by E.C. Munson 


There are many more delightful discoveries along those Art- 
ful Corridors of Commerce. 

From Carlisle in the west to Inglewood in the northeast and 
then Caledon East further east yet, we next drop south and 
slightly west into Brampton and Mississauga to meet several 
new artists and artisans busy in their workshops and studios. 

Acclaimed and established artist, Zan Barrage of Missis- 
sauga, has much to view’ on _ his website, 


www.zanbarrage.com/gallery.html. 

An accomplished watercolorist and oil painter, he has a 
loyal following of students from his classes at both Visual Arts 
Mississauga and Visual Arts Brampton. Whether for gifts to 
others or for your own home office, his art gives light from 
within. 


Jolanta Jung, a ceramicist works out 
of her home studio in Inglewood. Ac- 
tive on the show circuit and busy with 
select exhibitions, her pieces were 
much in demand at the recent group 
show, EAST Greets WEST this August 
at the Headwaters Arts Gallery at the 
Alton Mill Arts Centre. From small to 
mid-size bowls, vases, chimes, bells, 
ornaments, and sculptural pieces, her 
unique artistic sense of design makes 
|_| these very special! Visit her website to 
explore the possibilities of some artful 
and unique gifts (www.jolantasde- 
signsinclay.com/about). 

MaryLou Hurley is the creative force 
behind True Blue Lou Mosaic Studio in 
Caledon East. A Mixed Media Mosaic artist, she asserts that 
it is ALL about the BIRCHES this Christmas! 

From birch mosaics, to birch wine glasses and Christmas or- 
naments, do make it a beautiful BIRCH holiday with gifts 
from a well-known local artisan and artist. Open by appoint- 
ment with curbside pickup. Psst, you might remeaes her 
sculpture, The Duchess, won second prize at Headwaters Arts 
annual fall exhibition, The Artful Revival Festival. Currently 
she has work in the Beaux Arts Gallery with their Winter Art 
Show. You may contact her at 416-508-5701 or through her 
website, www.truebluelou.com. 


> 


ToPourWithLove explodes with colour, vitality and plenty 
of verve. This is the artful expression of a creative maker and 
shaker, Deborah Powell. Enjoy her work and consider a gift 
certificate for a socially distanced paint pour with a family 
member. For more information, email her at topour- 
withlove@gmail.com and visit her website at www.deborah- 
powell.ca/art-gallery. 
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Monique Campbell, a member of Latow Photography Guild, 
“chooses to chase the light that shines through the cracks” 
with startling results for images that linger in your mind’s 
eye. 

She is in the Arts Burlington Online Christmas Show at 
www.artsburlington.ca/gallery. 

Her first coffee table book, ON Series, has just come out and 
would make an ideal gift. It is $50 plus shipping and avail- 
able by emailing her directly at 
moniquesuniqueimages@ gmail.com. 
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ON SERIES By Monique 
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Victoria Ceramic Art is the home-based studio in Missis- 
sauga, near Winston Churchill and the 401, of Victoria Koval- 
eva. A member of the Potters Guild at the Art Gallery of 
Burlington, she exhibits in arts and crafts shows across On- 
tario and in the United States. She creates ceramic wares and 
tiles by the mold casting method, decorates them with glazes, 
and fires them at cone 06. Her designs are inspired by nature 
and her Ukranian heritage. “I love what I do. It does not feel 
like a job, it feels like a calling.” 

Her work may be viewed at Arts Burlington’s Online Christ- 
mas Show at www.artsburlington.ca/gallery. You may contact 
her through email at victoriaceramic@gmail.com. 
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Khaula Mazhar and her many works out in the community 
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Laura Beaton, proprietor and artist of Curated Silk Wearable 
Art says, “I like to feel finished and coordinated going out into 
the world.” So she has created a line of elegant scarves with 
coordinated face masks inspired by her own unique art. Con- 
sider the convenience and thoughtfulness of gift certificates 
found on her website Sala besloiar oar She has work 
in the current virtual show, INSPIRED, of Arts On The Credit. 


Based on the 
Purchas 


Duplassie Designs represents the work of one Helen Du- 
plassie, active in the arts scene in southern Ontario with 
Beaux Arts Gallery, Headwaters Arts, and SOVA. Chiefly 
working in oils, she also creates lovely one-of-a-kind cards 
intriguing pieces of jewelry with dye-on-silk pendants, an 
smaller paintings that all make such special gifts. She can be 
contacted at (905) 453-4217. or by email at 
helendu@rogers.com. 

Khaula Mazhar and her many works out in the community 
figure large, as with really big murals in Port Credit, or when 
instructing oor of all ages on making their own art. She has 
a perfect line of artfully designed items for memorable gifts, 
and all at $50 and under. 

Choose from original watercolour paintings, holiday greet- 
ing cards, resin art tableware, and oo ee resin pen- 
dants. Visit KhaulaMazhar.com to learn more. 

Monika Schaefer’s work in fibre arts and ceramics is beauti- 
fully showcased with the Arts Burlington Online Christmas 
Sale (www.artsburlington.ca/gallery), she was the key organ- 
izer of that endeavor, a visit to her studio in Carlisle is a won- 
derful short excursion just a bit northwest of Milton up in that 
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beautiful escarpment 
country. 

In her own words, 
“IT create both func- 
tional and dysfunc- 
tional works for 
home and garden. I 
love lots of colour 
(purple is my current 
favourite), and many 
of my garden pieces 
are very colourful.” 


Email her at 
info@monikaschae- 
fer.com. 


Photographer and $ 
pastel artist, eemun- 
son, currently has " 
work in four area virtual shows: Arts Burlington’s Online 
Christmas Sale, www.artsburlington.ca/latow-ecmunson, 
Credit Valley Artisans at www.creditvalleyartisans.ca/Con- 
nieMunson.html, the Mar- 
ys’ Store initiative with 
M 


A C 
ttps://martys.store/col- 
ections/ecmunson, and 


Her piece, “Tangled Re- 
ections,” it is available as a 
Limited Edition Giclee 
print, 14x20, matted, or 
matted and framed. Con- 
act her at 
Fellie73m@yahoo.ca if inter- 
sted in any of her work. 

So before you say, “It’s a 
wrap” for your holiday gift 
iving, enjoy the comfort of 
i rowsing and 
mreach out to some local 
artists and artisans in these 
Martful corridors of com- 
samerce. 

Far from the madding 
crowds, you can put the joy- 
ul back into giving and 
support creative makers! 
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Brampton nurse: Were tired, but we won't give up 


As a_ Registered 
Nurse in the Intensive 
Care Unit (ICU) at 
Brampton Civic, Ash- 
ley Tarasco-Oliver is 
accustomed to caring 
for seriously ill pa- 
tients. 

“Unfortunately, in 
the ICU it's always a 
worst case scenario— 
for every single pa- 
tient in the ICU, it is 
their worst day,” she 
says. “It motivates me 
to know that I can 
help and I will do 
everything I can to get 
you over this hurdle.” 

When COVID-19 
hit, the demands on 
our hospitals were 
magnified, and as our 
region rides the sec- 
ond wave of the pan- 
demic, front line 


workers like Ashley 
are once again chal- 
lenged to meet in- 
creased demands 
caused by the virus— 
all while undertaking 
careful measures to 
keep patients and 
staff safe and healthy. 

“Procedures like an 
intubation used to be 
very simple in terms 
of PPE; you would to 
go in the room wear- 
ing amask and do the 
intubation. Now, 
there's a lot more gear 
involved to protect 
ourselves because 
these procedures are 
considered high risk,” 
she explains. “Now, to 
do an intubation we 
need a negative pres- 
sure room or HEPA 
filter, we all need to 


be wearing PPE like 
gowns and goggles 
and we all need to be 
wearing respirators. 
It's a lot. It definitely 
makes you more 
aware of the risks in- 
volved in everything 
we're doing, but at the 
end of the day, the 
way I care for my pa- 


tients —_ has not 
changed.” 
While Ashley’s com- 


mitment to excep- 
tional patient care 
remains __ steadfast 
amidst the challenges 
of the pandemic, she 
admits that some 
days are extremely 
difficult. 

“I've been a nurse 
for 14 years and every 
nurse will tell you that 
there are patients and 


experiences that stick 
with you—every 
nurse has a few. And 
in the past nine 
months I can tell that 
any nurse, especially 
within our ICU, has 
many stories that 
have changed us or 
changed our percep- 
tion of how things 
happen. It has been 
extremely, extremely 
emotional,” she says. 
“One of the hardest 
moments for me was 
having a Zoom call 
with a family while 
their loved one was 
dying. I had to very 
quickly get the call 
going for them and 
connect all the family 
members. I stayed in 
the room with the pa- 
tient so she wasn't 
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alone and the family 
prayed and spoke to 
their mother. And 
then I just ... I let 
them know when she 
was gone. In all my 
years of nursing I 
would never let any- 
one pass away alone, 
so that was some- 
thing I'll never for- 
get.” 

Throughout — the 
pandemic, teams 
across Osler have 
come together to sup- 
port each other. Ash- 
ley credits her ICU 
teammates with help- 
ing her through the 
tough days. 

“The main thing 
that I have gotten out 
of COVID is how 
proud I am of the 
team and the way that 


we have come to- 
gether to protect, sup- 
port, and assist each 
other. It's very hard 
for me to go home 
and explain to my 
husband what I see at 
work, because people 
outside of the ICU 
will never fully under- 
stand the extent of the 
things that we see and 
do, but our team is 
working so well to- 
gether and we are 
supporting each other 
very well,” she says “I 
think that's what is 
getting us through; to 
come out and have a 
debrief with your 
team about what's 
happened has been 
very helpful.” 
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‘Tis The Season for Savings 
by E.C. Munson 


Discover those artisan treasures and choose an artful photo- 
graph or piece of fine art from these online sites of area arts or- 
ganizations. 

Far from the madding crowds, you can enjoy a safe visit from 
the comfort of your armchair. Personalized service and 
arrangements for payment, curbside pickups or delivery. Wel- 
come to the joy of shopping online while supporting local mak- 
ers. 

Welcome to martys.store, the new initiative of Mississauga 
Arts Council, featuring Holiday Arts Boutiques of their member 
creatives. From visual arts, photography, music to buy, dance 
lessons, apparel, accessories, and lots more, there is something 
creative for everyone on your list this year. Buying and delivery 
arrangements made with each artist. 


This holiday season, shop online 
from your local creatives! 


Holiday Arts Boutique 


Coming Thursday, December 10 


MARTY 


STORE 


Arts On The Credit is featuring their current virtual 3-dimen- 
sional show, Inspired at www.artsonthecredit.ca/gallery. “You 
will be able to contact the artists directly to purchase their work 
and add to your collection, directly from the gallery.” You can 
follow them on IG @aotc2019 to view featured artists. 

Next, Visual Arts Mississauga is preparing to open their 43rd 
Annual Juried Show of Fine Arts. 

This juried show has pieces from emerging and established 
artists living and working in Ontario an will be up on their 
website from Jan. 14 — Dec. 31, 2021. For more information, 
visit www. visualartsmississauga.com/exhibitions/ 

The 21st Annual Lakeshore Art Trail is virtually accessible 
with their Holiday Fine Art Market showcasing artists’ new 
work. Peruse their members online shops at your leisure. 
Please click on the Holiday Fine Art Market poster to be 
brought to our first-ever Online Art Trail! (www.lakeshoreart- 
trail.com/lat-holiday-market.html) Sales and _ deliveries 
arranged with each artist. 


VIRTUAL HOLIDAY 
BAZAAR 


Extended for 


December 
S Art and handcrafted gifts 
all under $100 
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- Seasonal Holiday Markets! 


ArtTrendZ continues their Virtual Holiday Bazaar! for the 
month of December with jewelry, art cards, prints, photo- 
graphs, and more starting from $10 for some and all priced at 
$100 or under! 

Visit each of the seven boutiques at www.facebook.com/Art- 
Trendz-An-Artist-Collective-1720407324932353. 

Headwaters Arts Gallery has the Cape eee Highlands, 
Sherry Park’s solo show, online for viewing and purchasing. 
Personalized arrangements for buying, pickup md or delivery 
in further detail at this link. Sherry’s show is on through Jan- 
uary 25, 2021 in The Pond Gallery at Alton Mill Arts Centre, 
headwatersarts.com/sherry-park-cape-breton-highlands/. 

And staying LIVE for the month of December, you can still 
check out almost 100 artists from six different guilds at Arts 
Burlington’s Online Christmas Sale at _ bulldog-tiger- 
ksdw.squarespace.com/gallery. 

With members from all over southern Ontario, even from as 
far north as Ottawa, their online marketing for members is 
awesome! Those studios are humming with weavers, carvers, 
Pes: hookers, artists, and photographers creating unique 
gifts. 


Arts Burlin~’ 


CMRASTMAS SALE 


| da - Nove-.ver 30, 2020 
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Visual Arts Brampton, A Non-profit Arts Community Encour- 
aging Creativity, has Gift Certificates to use for their popular 
Zoom Paint Nights or even Memberships. Check out those 
courses and introductory paint nights offered on their website, 
ee ey eee and plan for those long winter 

ights. Call 905-453-9142 or email 
info@visualartsbrampton.com. 


Live via Zoom 


Stay 
Cozy 


Great 
Holiday 
Gift Idea 


w @ Home 
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Shopping the Artful Corridor of Commerce! 


Artists come from all over the GTA, the southwest in 


Continued from Previous Page 


Credit Valley Artisans in Georgetown has opened up 
their online Christmas Sale featuring 17 artist members 
from four of their guilds. Palette & Pencil Guild, Potters 
& Sculptors Guild, Stained Glass Artisans, and Heritage 
Handweavers & Spinners. www.creditvalleyartisans.ca/ 


Beaux Arts Gallery opened at their new location with 
Winter Art Show and Sale, a virtual show running from 
November 19 — January 31, sponsored by the Downtown 


Brampton BIA. An 
show with such a stellar range of work! 


Beaux 


amazing 


AN ARTIST RUN GALLERY 
BRAMPTON 
EST. 2002 
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SHOW DATES: NOVEMBER 19 - JANUARY 31, 2021 


fi Downtown 
Brampton BIA 


sponsored by 


Burlington, up north in Mono, and from all over Peel Re- 
gion to enter work in the shows at this gem of a gallery. 
www.beauxartsbrampton.org/copy-of-exhibitions-1. 
With such a hustle and a bustle going on, these many 
non-profit and charitable arts and cultural organizations 
invite you to sit back in that comfy chair, check your 
naughty and nice list, and let your fingers do the clicking! 


THE ARTISTS OF 
LAKESHORE ART TRAIL 


PRESENT 


Holiday 
Fine Art 
Market 


ONLINE 


Visit each artist in their 


virtual art shop via our 
first-ever Online Art Trail 


NOV. 14 * DEC. 31, 2020 


www.lakeshorearttrail.com 


} eLakeshoreArtTrail 


Winter support services available for people experiencing homelessness 


The Region of 
Peel and its part- 
ners will be pro- 
viding several 
programs to keep 
vulnerable __resi- 
dents safe, warm 
and sheltered. 

Offerin 24/7 
support for urgent 
homelessness 
needs, food, shel- 
ter access, referrals 
and more. The 
Street Helpline 
connects to our 
mobile Street Out- 
reach team who 
can often come to 
your location to 
help. If you’re in 


crisis or face an ur- 
gent need, call 1- 
877-848-8481. 

The Shelter In- 
take Line (905- 
450-1996) can 
help you find the 
best option in any 
Peel shelter, in- 
cluding in adult, 
youth and family 
shelters. 

Out of the Cold 
Program at St. 
Leonard’s Place 
Peel (416) 500- 
7274 is an emer- 
gency shelter for 
men aged 18+ ex- 
periencing home- 
lessness. The 


program runs until 
Mar. 2021 between 
7 p.m. and 8 a.m. 

Services include: 
overnight shelter 
operating under 
full COVID-19 pre- 
vention protocols, 
access to health 
care, primary 
health care, refer- 
rals and informa- 
tion, winter 
clothing, such as 
hats and_ gloves, 
laundry facilities, 
hygiene items, 
small locker space 
for belongings and 
snacks and break- 
fast . 


Regeneration 
Meal Program and 
Supports (156 
Main St N,, 
Brampton) offers 
facilities and food 
for people in need, 
including showers 
and laundry, 
phone and com- 
puters, staff sup- 
port, clothing, 
breakfast and 
lunch seven days a 
week. 

The City of Mis- 
sissauga’s Open 
Window Hub 
Drop-In and Meal 
Program (301 
Burnhamthorpe 
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Road West) offers 
support to at-risk 
and homeless peo- 
ple, including re- 
ferrals for mental 
health or addic- 
tions treatment, 
housing and em- 
ployment services. 


During the 
COVID-19 | pan- 
demic, box 


lunches, personal 
hygiene kits and 
items such as 
socks, gloves and 
hats are provided 
as needed. 

A COVID-19 Iso- 
lation and Recov- 
ery Centre can be 


accessed by calling 
(905) 799-7700 
(905-584-2216 in 
Caledon). 

These are recov- 
ery facilities that 
are available for 
residents infected 
with COVID-19. 

These private 
units are available 
for people aged 
16+ who do not 
have a safe place to 
stay during their 
recovery. Learn 
more at  peelre- 
gion.ca/coron- 
avirus/testing/#se 
lf-isolate. 


A Les Weller& Mark Hughes Production 
s WATCH Ow 


TOM & RICK 


WHERE MUSic . 
MEETS THIS peel 
ayy | 4 WEEK’S ¢ DEVELOP I, 


